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Introduction 


Fellow  Citizens  of  Chicago : 

Here  is  a  report  of  our  stewardship,  but  it  is  your 
report  as  well.  If  you  have  not  had  some  part,  either  as  a 
worker  or  as  a  contributor,  you  should  have.  We  need  the 
moral  support  of  every  citizen ;  we  need  the  financial  sup- 
port of  everyone  who  can  help,  even  though  it  be  but  little. 

None  of  us  can  escape  our  responsibilities  to  our  brothers 
who  fall  into  misfortune. 

You  will  find  important  facts  and  figures  in  this  report. 
The  social  conditions  therein  revealed  surely  must  bring 
home  to  us  a  sense  of  personal  accountability  for  their  ex- 
istence and  the  feeling  that  each  one  of  us  somehow  can 
lend  a  hand  in  their  correction. 

The  men  and  women  who  are  working  to  help  better  con- 
ditions, know  every  street,  good  and  bad — the  dead-end 
alleys,  every  court  yard  and  every  good  and  bad  tenement 
in  this  great  city.  They  are  acquainted  with  those  sections 
known  as  "Whiskey  Corners,"  "Little  Hell,"  "Goose  Is- 
land," "Back  of  the  Yards,"  and  "Down  on  Halsted  Street" : 
they  know  the  history  of  Chicago's  byways ;  they  know  the 
inexorable  movement  that  has  caused  the  early  Irish  and 
German  immigrants  to  move  further  westward  from  their 
first  settlement  at  a  point  east  of  the  river;  they  know  how 
they  have  been  followed  by  the  people  from  all  other  coun- 
tries— Swedes,  Norwegians,  Southeastern  Europeans,  and 
Chinese.  The  changing  city,  the  congestion  in  sections, 
the  varied  peoples — all  present  their  problems  to  those 
organizations  in  the  community  that  are  set  up  to  deal  with 
human  need.  And  it  takes  skill  and  patience  and  under- 
standing as  well  as  warm  sympathy  to  deal  even  moder- 
atelv  effectively  with  them. 

About  one  hundred  and  sixty  paid  workers,  some  1,500 
good  citizens  who  volunteer  their  service  and  some  6,500 
givers, — firms,  individuals,  churches,  clubs,  etc.,  make  the 
work  of  this  organization  possible.  The  volunteers  include 
officers  and  directors,  members  of  district  committees  and 
councils,  friendly  visitors  and  many  others,  whose  assist- 
ance we  value.     We  need  your  assistance  also. 

Such  stories  as  we  present  herewith  are  true,  although 
the  names  used  are  fictitious.  Will  you  not  take  time  to 
look  over  this  report,  to  get  in  touch  with  our  work,  realiz- 
ing that  the  name  "United  Charities"  implies  the  sugges- 
tion that  "in  union  there  is  strength,"  in  co-operative  effort 
lies  the  secret  of  effective  social  work?  Co-operation  with 
the  United  Charities  means  acceptance  of  opportunity  to 
give  service  for  the  common  good. 

CHARLES  W.  FOLDS, 

President. 
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EUGENE  T.   LIES 

(jenera)  Superintendent 


and  the  1915-16  Report  of  Stewardship  of  the 

UNITED  CHARITIES  OF  CHICAGO 


"Hety  the  Poor  out  of  their  Poverty 


Tke  Poor  in  tke  Midst  of 
Prosperity 

N  the  report  of  the  United  Charities 
for  last  year  appears  the  statement 
that  the  volume  of  want  that  came 
to  the  notice  of  the  organization  in 
the  twelve-month  period  from  Oc- 
tober 1st,  1914,  to  September  30, 
1915,  was  greater  than  had  ever 
before  come  to  it  in  its  history,  and  greater  than 
had  come  to  any  other  single  charity  of  its  kind  in 
the  United  States  in  a  single  year.  The  number  of 
families  dealt  with  was  22,105,  representing  over 
100,000  human  beings. 

The  important  cause  of  this  lamentable  condi- 
tion of  affairs  was  stated  to  be  the  fact  that  we 
had  arrived  at  the  climax  of  the  serious  industrial 
disturbance  which  began  to  show  itself  two  and 
three  years  before,  and  the  further  dislocation  of 
business  at  the  outbreak  of  the  European  war. 

improvement  At  the  time  of  publication  of  that  report  the 
signs  of  a  change  appeared  on  the  horizon, 
and  the  appeals  for  aid  to  the  organization  lessened 
perceptibly.  Industry  was  picking'  up,  men  were 
gradually  slipping  into  jobs  again  and  in  a  few 
months  more  factories  were  humming  and  work- 
ers were  in  great  demand.  So  in  this  annual  re- 
port we  are  happily  able  to  state  that  the  22,105 
families  referred  to  for  1914-15  has  dropped  to 
14,670  for  the  year  ended  September  30,  1916,  a 
decrease  of  33.6  per  cent.  This  figure  runs  between 
the  13,000  families  for  1912-13  and  the  16,000  for 
1913-14.  In  these  families  were  66,015  persons. 
Forty  per  cent  were  families  not  known  to  us  be- 
fore, while  in  the  year  before  as  many  as  50  per  cent 
were  new. 

9 


Statistics 


These  tables  are  scattered  throughout  the  report  on  the 
evenly  numbered  pages  opposite  the  text.     See  the  index. 

Figures  in  most  of  the  tables  are  given  for  four  years  to 
show  comparisons. 

Some  of  our  reasons  for  gathering  and  publishing  the 
statistics  found  in  this  report  are  as  follows: 

I. — The  facts  make  a  strong  appeal   to   the  public  for  pro- 
gressive social  effort  to  overcome  social  causes  of  distress. 

2. — They  provide  an  index  of  our  work  and  opportunity  for 
comparison  to  show  increases  or  decreases. 

J. — They  arc  of  value  to  other  social  and  industrial  workers 
in  their  efforts  at  community  improvement. 

Naturally  there  are  many  sidelights  which  we  can  throw 
upon  these  figures  for  those  who  desire  to  use  them  in  im- 
portant ways.  We  should  be  glad  to  advise  with  such 
persons. 

FAMILIES   DEALT  WITH 

Each  family  so  deeply  in  trouble  that  it  could  not  ex- 
tricate itself.  Helping  them  did  not  mean  simply  relief — 
indeed,  relief  was  only  a  part  of  the  general  plan.  It 
meant  a  sympathetic  inquiry,  friendly  counsel,  and  in  those 
cases  needing  it.  a  definite  plan  to  be  worked  out  in  co- 
operation with  the  family,  the  object  being  restoration  of 
each  little  group  to  economic  independence,  wherever  hu- 
manly possible. 

1915-16  1914-15  1913-14  1912-13 
New — (Families  asking  aid  from  us 

for  the  first  time) 5.968        12.S34        8,810        6,371 

Old — (i.e.,  known  to  U.  C.  in  other 

years)    8,702  9.271        7.559        6.646 

Families    under   care   with   plans   for 

rehabilitation    10,692  

Families  counseled  with  or  reported 

on  but  not  needing  treatment....     3,978         

Total   different    families 14,670        22,105       16,369       13.017 

Number  of  persons  in  total  families.  66,015  100,285  72,818  56,840 
Families  in  whose  behalf  visits  were 

made  for  Charities  in  other  cities     1,010  1,085  896  933 
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The  Ppor  as    Over  this  situation  there  should  be  only  re- 
Opportunists     ...  ...  .,.  J    . 

joicmg".  And  it  gives  striking  warrant  for 
the  assertion  that  the  average  family  passionately 
desires  to  be  independent  of  charitable  assistance — - 
to  row  its  own  household  canoe — and  that  the  av- 
erage man  is  not  a  slacker,  but  will  grasp  oppor- 
tunity to  work  when  the  gates  of  opportunity  open 
to  him. 

ONE  OF  THEM 
Mr.  Smith,  a  chemist,  with  a  wife  and  two  children, 
was  one  of  the  army  of  the  unemployed  a  year  or  so  ago. 
Regular  income  having  stopped,  he  lost  his  little  home  and 
moved  to  furnished  rooms,  picking  up  odd  jobs  for  a  living. 
But  of  these  he  found  so  few  that  starvation  daily 
came  nearer,  and  soon  he  took  his  place  in  the 
line  of  applicants  at  a  United  Charities  district  office. 
He  was  given  food  and  fuel  for  the  family  at  various 
times  and  some  day-work  washing  windows.  After 
awhile  he  was  found  a  position  at  $12  per  week,  much  less 
than  he  was  able  to  earn  in  his  own  profession.  But  when 
industry  began  to  boom  he  easily  found  his  right  place, 
with  a  large  firm,  and  today  he  is  earning  good  pay. 
Hunger  has  given  way  to  plenty,  illness  to  health,  idle- 
ness to  eager  activity,  despair  to  joyous  satisfaction.  This 
family  is  now  buying  its  own  food,  its  own  fuel,  its  own 
clothing,  paying  its  own  rent.  It  is  standing  upright, 
facing  the  world  unafraid.  The  family  that  was  a  social 
and  economic  liability  is  converted  into  a  positive  asset. 
What  a  change !  Stories  like  this  can  be  duplicated  many, 
many  times. 

Employed        [f  ti-,ere  were  something  over  100,000  men 

Men  Commu-  .  °  ,,«-  1         ,-irnr 

nity  Assets  idle  in  January,  .February  and  March  of  1915 
(as  was  estimated  at  the  time)  and  they  lost 
about  $17,000,000  in  wages,  according  to  the  esti- 
mate, and  these  same  men  were  employed  in  the 
first  three  months  of  1916,  which  was  likely,  then 
they  secured  and  had  for  the  support  of  themselves 
and  families  $17,000,000  and,  in  addition,  yielded 
another  $17,000,000  in  special  product  through 
their  labor.  This  is  one  of  the  significant  differ- 
ences between  unemployment  and  employment. 

Employment    jjut    even    though    the    wheels    of   industry 

Evil  Not  All  .  »  j  .  r    ; 

Solved  moved  taster  in  1915-16  than  in  1914-15  it 

must  not  be  assumed  that  there  was  no  un- 
employment trouble  at  all.  There  was.  We  con- 
fronted 3,391  cases  of  it  in  the  14,000  odd  families 
dealt  with.     However,  this  was  only  one-fourth  of 
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Not  Cold  Figures 


EACH  ONE  REPRESENTS  A  HUMAN  BEING  IN  TROUBLE 

Social  State 

1915-16     1914-15  1913-14    1912-13 

Children's    cases    38               80  66  75 

Deserted   wives    1,146          1.790  1,740  1.622 

Divorced     88             138  153  146 

Married    couples    6,626         15,049  9,548  6.793 

Separated    251             428  428  404 

Single  men   (resident)    Ill             417  356  184 

Single  men   (transient)     36               3S  37  41 

Single  women     170             405  420  349 

Unknown     1              112  87  110 

Unmarried  couples     21                51  40  61 

Unmarried  mothers    58               68  111  183 

Widowers    186            410  365  316 

Widows     1,960          3,119  3,018  2,733 

Nativity   of   Heads  of   Families 

Few  people  realize  that  there  are  as  many  nationalities 

represented  in  Chicago  as  are  represented  in  the  Great 
War,  and  that  the  United  Charities  comes  in  contact  with 
all  these  and  many  more. 

It  takes  time  to  assimilate  so  many  people  of  strange 

lands  used  to  habits  and  customs  not  familiar  to  us,  and 
during  the   transformation    process   many   go    down.     The 

field  workers  of  the  United  Charities  and  other  agencies  go 
to  their  rescue. 

1915-16    1914-15  1913-14    1912-13 

American    (colored)    437           913  627  502 

American    (white)    1,475        3,013  2,268  2,808 

Austrian-Hungarian       ( except      Bohe- 
mian and   Hungarian) 272           670  391  244 

Bohemian    344           643  491  379 

Canadian    61             99  78  121 

Danish    54            80  93  133 

English    273           427  357  305 

French    160           222  182  138 

German    1.658        3,099  2J23  2,035 

Greek    48             68  

Hollander     58             97  91  83 

Hungarian  (Magyar)    204           402  257  200 

Irish        1,441        2,299  2,224  1,722 

Italian    1,146        2,428  1,348  975 

Lithuanian    260           488  350  212 

Norwegian    128           240  202  144 

Other   countries    113           203  217  169 

Polish                    1,991        5,490  3,467  1,964 

Russian" 85           212  128  116 

Swedish    341           601  565  415 

Scotch           140          281  205  149 

Unknown     3           130  105  203 
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the  number  found  in  1914-15  and  only  one-half  of 
those  discovered  in  1913-14.  We  know  that  the 
evil  is  one  that  recurs  annually,  in  a  measure,  and 
every  eight  or  nine  years,  in  severe  form.  Now, 
during  a  period  of  prosperity  is  the  time  of  all 
times  for  government,  captains  of  industry,  unem- 
ployment commissions — all  social  forces — to  plan 
preventive    measures — economic    shock    absorbers. 

T5f       x.        For  hundreds  of  Chicago  families  the  long 
Aftermath  .  &.  & 

period  of  worklessness  in  1914-15  brought 
noticeable  aftermaths  of  physical  deterioration. 
Our  records  for  the  past  )rear,  for  example,  show 
that  there  were  6,816  cases  of  acute  and  chronic 
illness  (including  tuberculosis)  in  the  families  dealt 
with,  a  percentage  of  46  to  the  whole  number  as 
against  7,261,  or  a  percentag-e  of  33  in  the  big  year 
before. 

Unusual  10,843  times  our  workers  called  upon  doc- 

Physical  .  1  . 

Troubles  tors,  nurses,  hospitals  and  other  medical 
agencies  for  the  specialized  aid  they  could 
bring  to  these  sick,  as  against  a  record  of  8,190 
similar  calls  in  the  big  year  before,  an  increase  of 
2,653.  The  reasonable  conclusion  is  that  the  actual 
stoppage  of  so  great  a  scourge  as  unemployment 
does  not  necessarily  mean  the  immediate  stoppage 
of  all  the  troubles  of  the  poor.  They  have  other 
troubles.  Many  who  suffer  during  the  unemploy- 
ment period  suffer  also  after  such  a  period — some- 
times for  a  long  while — and  some  lie  down  and  die. 
Society  pays  the  double  bill. 

The  Bill  for    ^phe  United  Charities'  actual  disbursements 

Incapacity 

tor  more  or  less  continuous  relief  of  families 

in  which  the  men  were  incapacitated  was  last  year 
$31,749.68,  and  this  does  not  include  any  relief  of 
any  emergency  character.  Probablv  the  grand 
total  would  be  $35,000. 
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"Instructions  in  Marketing" 

The    High    Cost    of    Living    makes    the    teaching    of    the    Visiting 
Housekeeper  especially  valuable. 
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crtoeti0na  Under  the  nead  of  "Social  State"  we  find 
there  were  represented  1,146  deserted  fami- 
lies, a  lower  proportion  to  the  total  number — 
14,000  families — than  in  1912-13,  when  there  were 
2,733  in  a  total  of  13,000  families.  Probably  this 
can  be  put  to  the  credit  of  a  prosperous  economic 
year.  But  the  figure  is  still  altogether  too  huge. 
Desertion  is  a  crime  and  the  police  and  prosecutors 
need  more  keenly  to  recognize  it  as  such  than  they 
do  at  present.  Tt  is  cruelty,  faithlessness,  coward- 
ice and  robbery  put  together. 

The  Bill  for    T;ne    United    Charities   last   year   spent   for 

Desertion  .  .  ^.1jr.. 

continuous  relief  through  periods  of  from 
six  weeks  to  twelve  months  for  131  of  these  de- 
serted families  $14,347.66.  Others  were  given 
emergency  relief  as  necessary,  and  still  others  pro- 
vided with  relief  from  other  natural  sources  rallied 
to  their  interest  by  our  workers. 

One  of  the 
Shirkers 

John  Roamer  (that  isn't  his  real  name — but  it  fits  him)  is  one  of 
these  criminals.  He  ran  away  several  times  and  has  now  been  out  of 
sight  six  months.  He  left  behind  a  young  wife  and  three  children, 
four,  six  and  eight  years  of  age,  and  he  knew  another  was  to  come. 
So  that  he  ruthlessly  threw  over  five  human  beings  who  looked  to 
him  for  kindness,  care  and  sustenance.  He  vowed  at  the  marriage 
altar  to  stay  by  until  death ;  he  brought  innocent  babes  into  the  world, 
but  he  didn't  care :  he  went  away  and  nobody  can  locate  him.  Two  of 
the  children  are  in  the  homes  of  relatives  and  two  are  cared  for 
during  some  of  the  days  of  the  week  while  the  mother  is  out  earning 
partial  support.  The  home  is  thus  broken  up  and  the  natural  order 
of  things  is  dislocated  while  John  is  somewhere,  probably  feeding  on 
the  fat  of  the  land,  caring  nothing  about  the  future  of  his  own 
offspring. 

a  Desertion  The  legal  machinery  for  apprehending  de- 
serters is  still  far  from  adequate.  There 
should  be  in  Chicago  a  Desertion  Bureau,  con- 
nected probably  with  the  Court  of  Domestic  Rela- 
tions, fully  and  efficiently  manned  by  civil  service 
employes  specially  selected  for  their  present  fit- 
ness, adequately  financed  and  kept  free  from  politi- 
cal machination.  If  we  want  it,  let's  apply  our 
wills  and  energy  to  get  it. 
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SOME    OF  THE   PROBLEMS 
Presented  in  the   Course  of  the  Work   With   Dependent   Families 

We  here  present  only  certain  selected  problems;  many 
others  that  we  know  to  exist  we  do  not  count  at  all.  For 
some  conditions  presented  the  figures  necessarily  do  not 
give  a  comprehensive  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  trouble. 
It  was  impossible  to  go  beyond  surface  indications.  All 
figures  that  are  actually  given,  however,  are  regarded  to  be 
significant  enough  to  mention. 

Physical  1915-16    1914-15     1913-14    1912-13 

Accident  (general)    379  472  426  519 

Accident  ( industrial)     157  208  205  185 

Acute  illness   3,705  4,018  3.614  3,596 

Chronic  physical  disability 1,282  1,358  1,149  1,274 

Death   606  662  715  769 

Epilepsv   115  135  147  120 

Intemperance   857  1,146  1,292  1,165 

Maternity  2,075  3,951  2,530  1,330 

Occupational  disease   28  44  49  49 

Old  age  412  655  518  660 

Tuberculosis    1,829  1,885  1,584  1.494 

Venereal  disease   253  242  258  168 

Blindness    94 

Mental 

Insanity   224  355  311  269 

Subnormal  mind   290  309  330  230 

Moral 

Illegitimacy  196  231  259  278 

Imprisonment    448  589  567  444 

Moral  delinquency 362  299  434 

Tendency  to  beg  138  374  238  189 

Nonsupport  1,203       

Industrial 

Insufficient  earnings   902         1.715  886  813 

Unemployment 3,391       13,122        6,325         1.922 
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widowhood       ^  e    als°   dealt   With    1,96°   widowS   and  their 

families,  which  is  773  fewer  than  we  found 
three  vears  ago,  when  the  total  number  of  families 
was  1,500  fewer.  This  reduction  may  be  due  to 
the  beneficent  operations  of  the  Funds  to  Parents 
Law  in  Cook  County.  298  of  our  regular  or  con- 
tinuous relief  cases  were  those  of  widows  who  were 
aided  through  periods  running  from  six  weeks  to 
a  year,  practically  all  ineligible  for  one  reason  or 
another  to  benefits  under  that  law.  $28,872.78  was 
expended  on  their  behalf,  while  we  referred  to  the 
Juvenile  Court  for  Funds  to  Parents  aid  169  eligi- 
ble families — 45  more  than  last  year. 

The  vicious  §57  pronounced  cases  of  intemperance  were 
of  Drink  discovered  in  the  families  dealt  with.  This 
is  the  lowest  number  found  in  any  one  of 
the  last  four  years,  and  this  again  may  be  due  to 
the  fact  that  men  were  busy  earning  their  living 
rather  than  idling.  But  even  857  hard  drinkers 
among  our  dependent  families  is  too  many.  As 
baffling  as  it  always  was  is  the  problem  of  correc- 
tion. Send  them  to  the  Bridewell  and  they  get  tem- 
porary physical  help,  but  so  often  when  they  go 
back  to  their  old  environment  the  circle  of  "drink, 
loss  of  job,  Bridewell"  is  begun  again.  We  need 
either  a  state  or  a  city  farm,  with  a  minimum  sen- 
tence of  six  months,  outdoor  labor  and  stiff  moral 
discipline.  The  hard  drinker  needs  less  of  wish- 
bone and  more  of  backbone. 

The  Bin         A    total    of   $117,598.15    was    expended    for 

tor  General  .    ,      ., .    \       .'  ,  ,  J.,  ... 

Relief  material  aid  during  the  year,  while  an  addi- 

tional sum,  estimated  as  equal  to  this,  was 
procured  through  the  activities  of  our  workers  from 
other  sources  (but  it  did  not  go  through  our 
books),  making  a  grand  total  of  $235,000  applied 
to  all  the  families  who  needed  assistance.  The  in- 
creased prices  for  food  articles  and  clothing  will 
raise  our  expenditures  for  material  relief  during  the 
current  year,  provided  the  number  of  needv  fami- 
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HOW  THEY  CAME  TO  US 

"How  do  you  find  the  poor  people  who  need  your 
help?"  is  a  frequent  question.  Certainly,  we  never  need  to 
hunt  for  them.  They  come  to  us  in  thousands,  often  many 
more  than  we  have  facilities  to  give  our  best  service  to. 
They  are  directed  to  us  by  other  agencies,  by  policemen, 
nurses,  business  men,  but  most  of  them  find  their  way  at 
the  suggestion  of  someone  else  who  has  had  the  benefit  of 
our  ministrations. 

1915-16   1914-15     1913-14    1912-13 

Applications     made     bv     co-operating 

organizations    11,633      15,869      14.587      14,159 

Applications  made  bv  other  individ- 
uals in  behalf  of  "poor  families. . .     6,313      10,952        9,202        7,247 

Applications     made    bv    poor     people 

themselves    19,057      36,152      22,393      15,649 


Total  applications 37,003      62,973      46.182      37,055 

SOME  THINGS  DONE 

EMPLOYMENT  SECURED 

1915-16   1914-15     1913-14    1912-13 

Temporary,  odd  or  day  jobs,  times 758  977  605  594 

Employment    that    should    be    regular, 

instances    434  446  283  301 

Relief   work  devised   and   paid   for   by 

U.    C,    as    a    substitute    for    direct 

relief    (number  of  persons) 1,447        6,074        1,191  563' 

INSTITUTIONAL    CARE    SECURED 

(Except  Hospitals) 

(Figures   mean  number  of  persons) 

1915-16  1914-15  1913-14  1912-13 

City  13  21  12  16 

County  38  78  66  84 

State   31  14  14  23 

Private    697  656  831  756 

Total 779  775  923  879 
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lies  in  our  care  is  equal  to  last  year's  number.  This 
fact  creates  another  necessity  for  larger  financial 
support  from  the  public. 

Personal  yye  are  odad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  sup- 
port  of  the  public  enabled  us  to  apply  to  the 
intricate  problems  of  the  poor  about  $90,000  worth 
of  personal  service  in  the  relief  and  aid  depart- 
ment. This  branch  of  the  work  we  believe  is  of 
supreme  importance  and,  all  things  considered,  is 
the  most  vital  part  of  our  charity  program.  Ma- 
terial relief  alone,  according  to  all  the  experience 
of  the  ages,  cannot  solve  the  evil  of  dependency. 
Material  relief  plus  personal  service  plus  construc- 
tive remedial  and  preventive  measures  can. 

As ited  Cross  Driring  the  past  summer  our  organization 
was  again  called  into  the  service  of  the  Red 
Cross.  It  has  in  the  past  co-operated  in  flood,  fire 
and  boat  catastrophe  relief  work.  This  time  it  was 
to  lend  skilled  help  in  the  relief  of  families  of  na- 
tional guardsmen  called  to  the  Mexican  border. 
Miss  Myra  B.  Van  Nostrand,  Superintendent  of 
our  Central  District,  was  placed  in  charge,  and  un- 
der her  were  twenty-four  of  our  force,  who  were 
given  leaves  of  absence,  and  eight  others.  In  all 
830  days'  service  were  rendered  and  about  $43,000 
disbursed  up  to  October  9th,  to  the  full  satisfaction 
of  the  Red  Cross  officials.  The  United  Charities 
is  an  institutional  member  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  as 
such  is  obligated  to  lend  a  hand,  the  best  it  can, 
in  times  of  great  need. 

For  a  short  while  before  this  work  was  under- 
taken, six  of  our  staff  were  utilized  by  the  Chicago 
Tribune  in  its  preliminary  relief  service  on  behalf 
of  guardsmen's  families. 

In  the  interest  of  the  14,670  families,  37,003 
applications  were  made,  which  means  that  many 
of  them  came  to  the  notice  of  several  other  agencies 
or  individuals,  who  referred  them  to  us  during  the 
year.  But  over  half  of  the  applications  were  made 
by  the  poor  families  themselves. 
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'The   English    Class   at   Mary   Crane    Nursery' 


"Better  Babies,"  through  knowledge 

Dr.  Suldane  instructing  young  mothers  and  expectant  mothers 
in    the    elements   of    personal    hygiene,    Mary   Crane    Nursery. 
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The  Cheer       jn  connection  with  our  eleven  district  offices 

of  the  ,  .  ,     .  .  .    , 

Volunteer  there  are  tonrteen  advisory  committees  with 
469  members.  In  these  groups  are  business 
men,  lawyers,  physicians,  teachers,  social  workers 
and  persons  of  leisure — men  and  women — all  of 
them  contributing  of  their  time,  experience  and 
thought  to  the  knotty  problems  that  arise  in  the 
course  of  the  work  every  day.  They  are  a  source 
of  great  cheer  and  moral  support  to  the  paid  staff, 
a  bulwark  of  strength  to  the  organization,  which 
the  administrators  and  directors  heartily  appre- 
ciate. Without  them  the  results  of  our  labors 
would  doubtless  be  much  less  fruitful  than  they 
are.  To  the  several  hundred  other  volunteers  who 
visit  the  homes  of  the  poor  and.  give  various  forms 
of  service  in  the  different  offices,  we  also  owe  a 
debt  of  gratitude. 

Understand      Qne  c,f  the  verv  important  functions  of  the 
the  Family  .    .-         .  l 

United  Charities  is  what  might  be  called 
"Social  Engineering."  Its  workers  try  to  under- 
stand the  situation  of  the  poor  family  as  a  whole 
rather  than  the  situation  of  merely  one  of  its  mem- 
bers— the  family  being  the  unit  of  society.  The 
shortcomings,  disability,  inefficiency  of  one  mem- 
ber has  an  effect  upon  the  well-being"  of  all  the 
members.  The  interests  of  each  merge  into  the 
interests  of  all,  and  all  are  affected  for  good  or  ill 
by  the  environmental  influences  surrounding  the 
family;  so  that  in  going  to  a  poor  family  the  United 
Charities'  worker  has  her  eyes  open  for  every  kind 
of  condition  that  is  hurting  it  or  that  has  potential 
hurting  ability. 
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other  Needs  pather  is  sick :  a  county  or  private  physician 
teriai  Relief  is  called.  He  has  had  an  accident :  a  city  am- 
bulance is  summoned.  Or,  father  has  skipped 
out  and  the  family  is  living  in  furnished  rooms  in 
an  objectionable  neighborhood:  they  are  taken  for 
the  time  being  to  the  Home  for  the  Friendless  un- 
til  their  problem  can   be   solved.      Or,  father  has 
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SOURCES  FROM  WHICH  HELP  WAS  SECURED 

Tt  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  measure  accurately 
the  value  of  the  "Services"  of  our  field  and  office  work- 
ers who  deal  directly  with  troubled  poor  families.  They 
secure  so  much  for  the  families  in  their  care  in  the  way  of 
medical  and  legal  aid,  hospital  and  other  institutional  care, 
etc.,  as  well  as  cash  that  does  not  go  through  our  treas- 
ury, that  even  a  modest  guess  at  monetary  value  would  be 
staggering.  The  subjoined  table  simply  shows  the  sources 
of  this  special  help. 


MATERIAL  RELIEF  SECURED  BY  U.  C.  WORKERS  FROM 
OTHER   SOURCES 

Practically  All  of  Which  Did  Not  Go  Through  the  United  Chari- 
ties' Treasury 

(Figures  mean  number  of  families) 

1915-16   1914-15  1913-14  1912-13 

Churches    1,052        1.260  1,048  1.166 

Societies 588        1,014  894  950 

Relatives,    friends,    emplovers    or    be- 
nevolent individuals   2,875        4,734  2,288  2,218 

Railway   companies    70             61  102  102 

County  agent    1.143        1,833  2,068  1,435 

Funds   to  Parents'   Department   of  Ju- 
venile Court  169           124  48  95 

Other  organizations  1,959        4,375  2,053  1.082 

Donations  of  goods 3,109        5,1 16  2,486  1.973 


LEGAL   AID    SECURED 

For  Families  From  Sources  Shown 

1915-16   1914-15     1913-14    1912-13 

Police   (persons)    32             29  22             59 

Lawyers  ( families )    15              12  14 

Societies  (families)    547           549  713           879 

Courts  (adults)    125           159  214          347 

"        (children)    225           197  177           244 


MEDICAL    AID    SECURED 

From  the  Sources  Shown 

(Figures  mean  number  of  persons) 

1915-16  1914-15 

Ambulance   service    32  46 

Health    Department     99  70 

Nurses    1.752  2,383 

County   doctor    836  1,374 

Private  physician   2,579  380 

Dispensaries    4,441  3,042 

Hospitals  or  convalescent  homes 1.104  895 
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1913-14 

1912-13 

32 

71 

72 

142 

1,691 

1,512 

1,273 

1.392 

402 

193 

2,878 

2.509 

1.019 
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thrown  a  chair  at  mother:  the  police  and  the  patrol 
wagon  are  telephoned  for.  Mary  cannot  collect 
wages  due  her:  she  is  referred  to  the  Legal  Aid 
Society  to  secure  the  benefit  of  its  services.  The 
dependent  family  is  found  to  have  relatives  of 
means  in  another  part  of  the  city:  a  visitor  is  sent 
to  enlist  their  sympathy  and  financial  assistance. 
Here  is  a  family  that  has  seen  better  days,  who  for 
years  belonged  to  a  certain  church:  that  church  is 
brought  in  touch  with  this  group.  And  so  on  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter.  The  point  being  that,  with- 
out co-operation  of  other  agencies,  public  officials 
and  departments,  benevolent  individuals,  churches, 
schools,  etc.,  we  could  do  very  little. 

Team  work  Besides  the  10,843  times  that  we  called  upon 
medical  agencies  to  help  us,  we  summoned  the  co- 
operation of  institutions  (other  than  hospitals)  779 
times;  we  went  out  for  legal  aid  to  the  Legal  Aid 
Society  and  other  agencies  944  times,  and  from 
churches,  relatives,  employers,  specially  interested 
citizens,  county  agent,  railway  companies,  etc.,  etc., 
we  procured  material  relief  10,965  times. 

Thank  You  jn  our  statistics  on  "Co-operation  with 
Other  Organized  Agencies"  we  find  the  figure 
27,034.  meaning  that  many  "contacts,"  either  in  the 
way  of  referring  of  families  to  us  or  of  families 
referred  by  us  to  other  organized  agencies.  Fig- 
ures of  this  sort  show  indubitably  the  close  inter- 
relations of  the  charitable  forces  of  the  community. 
They  are  not  a  mob;  the}'  are  a  co-operative, 
closely-knit-together  set  of  humanitarian  bodies. 
We  hereby  extend  our  deep  gratitude  to  all  of 
them,  and  also  to  our  6,000  odd  contributors  whose 
funds  kept  the  wheels  greased  and  to  the  news- 
papers who  gave  us  generous  space  during  the 
year. 

While  the  immediate  direction  of  the  wrork  in 
the  eleven  offices  is  in  the  hands  of  as  many  dis- 
trict   superintendents,    the   general    supervision    is 
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'The  Big  Splash.     Do  We  Look  Like  T-B's?' 

Stockyards  "Kiddies"  at  Camp  Harlowarden. 


A  Picture  No  Artist  Can  Paint 

Fishing  in    Hickory  Creek — Stockyards   Children   at    Camp 
Harlowarden. 
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under  Mrs.  Katherine  M.  Briggs,  to  whose  inde- 
fatigable industry  and  devotion  the  organization 
owes  so  much. 

Neglected       QNE   OF  OUR   REAL   DIFFICULTIES 

Distress  a  .  r 

Comnnmity     during  the  past  twelve  months  arose  out  01 
Danger  j-he  vei-y  fact  that  we  had  a  smaller  volume 

of  distress  to  deal  with  than  in  "The  Year 
of  Horror."  The  climax  of  misery  was  reached  in 
1914-15  and  citizens  believed  that  anything  below 
the  climax  was  nothing  to  be  worried  about.  Some 
contributors  failed  to  repeat  their  usual  gifts  and 
others  reduced  them.  They  forgot  that  Chicago, 
the  second  city  of  the  land,  is  bound  all  the  time, 
until  we  get  nearer  the  millennium  than  we  now 
are,  to  have  a  sizable  lot  of  distress;  that  this  dis- 
tress must  be  faced  with  skill  and  money  or  it  fat- 
tens on  its  own  food  and  festers.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  community  will  not  overlook  these  facts  during 
the  current  year  of  prosperity. 

Our  chance     ^  right  view  of  the  situation  would  lead  to 

and  lours  °  .  1      n 

the  conviction  that  just  because  we  shall 
probably  have  something"  less  than  "a  year  of  hor- 
ror," our  opportunity  is  rich  for  doing  the  best 
sort  of  constructive  work.  Our  chance  is  here  for 
doing  more  than  a  rush,  emergency  relief  job.  Our 
chance  is  here  for  doing  that  kind  of  fine  personal 
service  which  will  mean  the  restoring  of  health, 
the  development  of  efficiency,  the  strengthening'  of 
character,  the  checking'  of  exploitation,  the  leading" 
of  despairing  folk  out  into  the  way  of  ambition 
and  light.  Tn  the  larger  field,  there  will  be  no 
better  time  than  in  this  year  to  establish  those 
means  and  measures  and  institutions  which  will 
prevent  the  pulling  down,  the  sliding'  down,  the 
falling'  down  of  the  weak  and  unwary  in  our  midst. 
Will  we  grasp  this  rich  opportunitv  or  will  we 
ignore  and  spurn  it?  Of  ourselves  and  of  the  gen- 
eral public,  we  ask  this  question  in  deep  serious- 
ness. 
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SUMMER   OUTING    DEPARTMENT 

Two  of  the  camps  listed  herein,  "Camp  Algonquin" 
and  "Harlowarden,"  are  conducted  by  the  United  Chari- 
ties. 

We  own  twenty  acres  of  land  and  sixteen  buildings  at 
Camp  Algonquin.  Tribune  Summer  Hospital  for  Conva- 
lescents is  also  at  Algonquin  and  is  partly  supported  by 
"The   Chicago  Tribune." 

We  also  own  the  buildings  at  Camp  Harlowarden,  but 
the  land  is  generously  loaned  to  us  by  Mr.  Harlow  N. 
Higginbotham. 

Camps  Goodwill,  Arden  Shore  and  Holiday  Home  are 
conducted  by  other  organizations,  but  the  United  Charities 
is  generously  given  the  privilege  of  selecting  part  of  the 
women  and  children  accepted  for  care. 


UNITED  CHARITIES'  OUTINGS 

Recruiting  Done  by  United  Charities'  District  Workers  and  Trans- 
portation Arrangements  Made  by  This  Department 

Summers  of    1916        1915         1914  1913 

Country  Parties 

Women   and   children   sent  to    farms 
and  villages   933        1,684        1,848        1,724 

Day  Outings 

Women  and  children  given  day  trips 
on  boats,  railroads  and  street  cars  5,480        3.844        5,420        4,005 

United  Charities'  Own  Camps 

Camp  Algonquin   720  696         1,016  913 

Tribune   Convalescent  Summer  Hos- 
pital         745  702  710  600 

Camp  Harlowarden   90  76  61  67 

Other  Camps  Open  to  United 
Charities 

Arden  Shore  Camp   945         1,000         1,021  875 

Camp  Goodwill   1,398        1,365        1,498        1,251 

Holiday   Home    90  84  54  54 

Total    outings    recruited    bv    United 
Charities    " 10,401         9,451       11,628        9,489 


CO-OPERATING  AGENCIES'  OUTINGS 

Women    and   Children    Recruited   by   These    Agencies,   but   Trans- 
portation Arrangements  Made  by   This    Department 

Summers  of    1916        1915  1914  1913 

Camps,  country  and  day  outings 15,769        4,176        3,109        3.104 


Grand  Total 

United     Charities    and    co-operating 
agencies     26,170      13,627      14,737      12,593 
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Special  Departments 


<>eat  T.     SUMMER  OUTINGS.     Here  is  a  de- 

Increase  . 

in  Outings  partmeiit  that  confronts  very  little  danger 
of  pauperizing  its  subjects.  The  benefits  it 
bestows — fresh  air,  wholesome  food,  natural  sur- 
roundings of  trees,  farms,  flowers,  brooks,  hills, 
and  kindly  folk — all  go  into  the  making  of  health, 
happiness  and  well-being.  Last  summer's  record 
was  big.  The  public  g-ave  more  generously  than 
ever  before  for  this  work— $25,000  against  $12,000 
the  year  before — and  26,170  boys  and  girls  and 
mothers  were  the  beneficiaries  as  against  12,593  in 
1915.  The  g'reat  increase  was  in  day  outing's,  the 
number  being  18,265  as  against  4,005  the  vear  pre- 
vious. The  other  forms  were  two-week  and  ten- 
day  trips  to  country  villages  and  farms,  to  camps 
conducted  by  the  United  Charities  and  three  other 
agencies — Arden  Shore,  Goodwill  and  Holiday 
Home.  The  Daily  News  co-operates  closely  with 
the  United  Charities  in  the  general  outing  work, 
giving  generous  space  for  publicity  and  a  contri- 
bution of  $1,000. 

The  general  direction  of  the  Country  Outing 
Department,  as  well  as  of  several  other  depart- 
ments, falls  to  Mr.  B.  C.  Roloff,  who  works  dy- 
namically in  regular  hours  and  too  often  when  all 
is  still  and  the  birds  have  ceased  their  carols. 

Beautiful        TT       AT    ALGONQUIN    are    the    United 

Algonquin  .    .  ~  nnn 

Charities  camp,  where  /20  mothers  and 
children  enjoyed  rich  opportunities,  and  the  Trib- 
une Summer  Hospital  (conducted  by  our  organiza- 
tion), where  745  persons  in  need  of  special  physical 
care  were  looked  after  bv  doctor,  nurses  and  other 
attendants,  under  the  efficient  direction  of  the  su- 
perintendent, Mrs.  Laura  J.  Collar.  Time  forbids 
the  tempting  indulgence  in  glowing  description  of 
this  place  and  of  the  remark-able  results  obtained 
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"Who  Wants  to  Go  to  the  Country?" 

There    are    50,000    children    in    Chicago    who    need    Summer    Outings 

each  vear. 


The  Summer  Outing  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Directors  on  an 
Inspection  Trip 
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through  its  ministrations.  The  Chicago  Tribune 
contributes  $1,000  to  this  work  and  opens  its  col- 
umns to  appeals  and  publicity  therefor. 

^£ht™8'  „III.  AT  HARLOWARDEN,  near  foliet, 
is  the  Tuberculosis  Preventorium  main- 
tained by  our  Stock  Yards  District  Council,  where 
last  summer  90  children  predisposed  to  the  dread 
disease  received  medical  and  nursing"  care  for  66 
days.  $3,995.24  was  expended.  Mr.  Ralph  J.  Reed 
has  general  charg'e. 

a  Beehive  of  [V    AT  MARY  CRANE  NURSERY  AND 
cmj  TRAINING  SCHOOL   we  find  a  beehive 

of  activity  all  the  time.  Nursery  care  (with  medi- 
cal and  nursing  service,  kindergarten  and  play- 
ground) was  given  last  year  to  488  children.  25 
young-  girls  were  in  the  nursery  maids'  class.  118 
women  received  instruction  in  cooking,  sewing  and 
laundry  classes,  and  1,735  persons  were  given  treat- 
ment in  the  medical  and  dental  dispensaries.  To 
this  place  came  last  year  7,200  visitors;  sometimes 
1,000  in  a  single  month.  It  is  known  all  over  the 
United  States  for  its  high  standards  and  efficient 
work,  and  its  success  is  due  to  the  skillful  direction 
of  Miss  Myrn  Brockett,  superintendent. 

Ice  V.     BY  THE  TRIBUNE  ICE  FUND,  in 

charge  of  the  United  Charities,  there  was  distrib- 
uted to  poor  families  and  to  day  nurseries  last  sum- 
mer 777,570  pounds  of  ice.  $2,850.75  was  ex- 
pended. 

VI.  TRANSPORTATION  W  AS  SE- 
CURED free  for  27  persons,  and  special  rates  for 
82. 

saving  Your    VII      IN  THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE  REG- 
°ney  ISTRATION    BUREAU,    located    at    the 

General  Office  of  the  United  Charities  and  sup- 
ported partly  by  it  ($5,266.75  was  contributed)  and 
partly  by  the  other  registering  ag'encies  and  a  gen- 
erous citizen,  who  together  gave  $4,214.80,  117  pub- 
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FACTS   ABOUT   THE   EXHIBIT 

Began  January,  1916 — 80  Charts. 
1,500  Square  Feet — 775  Lineal  Feet. 
Shown  at  20  Churches — 1  University. 
Total  Attendance,  20,000. 
Attendance  per  Church,  750. 
Attendance  at  University,  5,000  (est.). 
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lie  and  private  social  organizations,  departments 
and  institutions  filed  identifying"  information  on 
families  and  individuals  coming  under  their  minis- 
trations. There  were  123,591  registrations  and  162,- 
708  reports  and  notifications  sent  out  to  the  agen- 
cies. Here  is  an  important  piece  of  mechanism;  a 
money-saver  to  Chicago;  a  promoter  of  social  co- 
operation: a  potent  means  of  getting  effective  serv- 
ice to  the  distressed  classes  of  the  community.  This 
work  is  under  the  aide  direction  of  Miss  Helen  M. 
Crittenden. 

Miscellaneous  Activities 

The  Exhibit  y  From  January  1st  to  the  end  of  May  an 
Exhibit  of  Poverty  Conditions  in  Chicago  and  of 
the  many-sided  work  of  the  organization  was  con- 
ducted. It  was  shown  for  one  week  at  a  time  in 
twentv  churches  in  various  sections  of  the  city  and 
attracted  over  20,000  persons.  It  consisted  of  pic- 
tures, charts,  text  matter  and  three-dimension  ma- 
terial. The  results,  in  better  understanding  and 
appreciation  of  the  United  Charities'  important 
services  to  Chicago,  amply  repaid  us  for  the  com- 
paratively small  cost  of  it.  Mr.  B.  C.  Roloff  di- 
rected the  work. 

The  United  i.  We  publicly  opposed  a  plan  suggested 
a  Community  for  a  Widows'  Tag  Day.  and  this  opposition 
Factor  with   that   of  other  organizations  killed  the 

scheme. 

3.  The  United  Charities  wielded  its  influence 
in  favor  of  an  adequate  appropriation  for  sanitary 
inspectors  in  the  Health  Department. 

4.  Also.'  for  an  appropriation  for  morals  in- 
spectors in  the  Police  Department. 

5.  It  has  co-operated  with  the  Citizen's'  Com- 
mittee of  One  Hundred  on  Public  Health. 

6.  Tt  has  co-operated  with  the  General  Advi- 
sory Committee  of  the  State  Free  Employment 
Bureaus  in  furthering  conferences  on  employment. 
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CHILDREN'S  LETTERS 

The  letters  the  "kiddies"  write  are  often  full  of  uncon- 
scious humor,  yes,  and  sometimes  a  whispering  of  tragedy. 
But  the  children  have  such  good  times  at  the  camps  or  on 
the  farms  to  which  we  send  them  that,  even  if  some  never 
may  go  again,  the  memory  of  those  few  weeks  in  Nature's 
byways  remain  with  them  always,  and  frequently  prove 
to  be  the  necessary  stimuli  to  the  achievement  of  better 
thing's. 


Letter  written  by  Esther  Steffel  during  her  first  summer 
at  Camp  Harlowarden : 

"I  am  having  a  fine  time.  We  have  snow-white  sheets. 
Yesterday,  I  went  to  the  woods  and  we  all  had  to  carry 
a  log  for  we  had  a  big  bonfire.  *  *  *  Sometimes  I 
serve  and  sometimes  I  wash  dishes.  We  have  two  bull- 
dogs, one  named  Prince  and  one  Nellie.  *  *  *  Nettie 
G.  is  our  head  girl  swimmer.  She  can  swim  across  the 
creek.  She  is  only  10  years ;  she  did  not  know  how  to 
dive,  now  she  can.  I  think  she  is  smart  for  such  a 
small  girl.  I  can't  dive,  but  I  don't  care,  I'll  learn  next 
year.  *  *  *  I  love  this  place.  We  have  our  own 
towels  and  one  bed  for  ourself." 


Letter  written  by  Esther  Steffel  during  her  second  sum- 
mer at  Camp  Harlowarden : 

"We  came  here  June  27  and  go  home  September  2. 
The  children  are  having  a  time  here.  We  have  a  good 
doctor  and  nurse  here.  Their  names  are  Doctor  Eckfelt 
and  Miss  Morrison.  We  take  walks  every  day  and  find 
grapes  and  apples  and  crabapples.  I  have  succeeded  in 
swimming.  We  go  swimming  nearly  every  day.  We 
mount  many  insects  and  butterflies  in  glass  cases.  _  They 
are  very  pretty.  I  love  to  stay  here  very  much.  We  have 
bonfires  at  night  and  Doctor  gives  us  about  six  marsh- 
mallows  to  roast.     Everybody  has  very  good  times  here." 
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7.  Through  service  on  committees  of  the  Cen- 
tral Council  of  Social  Agencies,  it  has  aided  in 
planning  for  more  effective  Connty  Relief  work, 
this  plan  to  be  presented  soon  to  the  County  Board ; 
also  in  a  study  of  facilities  in  Chicag'o  for  the  care 
of  convalescents. 

8.  The  General  Superintendent  has  served  as 
secretary  of  the  Illinois  Committee  on  Social  Leg- 
islation, brought  into  being  by  the  United  Chari- 
ties in  1912. 

9.  Upwards  of  sixty  public  addresses  have 
been  made  during  the  year  by  the  General  Super- 
intendent, General  District  Secretary,  District  Su- 
perintendents and  others,  on  the  problems  of  pov- 
erty and  the  work  of  the  United  Charities. 

10.  There  has  been  close  co-operation  with  the 
Chicago  School  of  Civics  and  Philanthropy  and 
the  Loyola  School  of  Sociology,  several  members 
of  our  staff  giving  lectures  and  Mrs.  Briggs  and 
the  district  superintendents  directing  the  field- 
work  practice  of  students  in  connection  with  our 
family  relief  and  rehabilitation  service. 

May  I  here  give  public  acknowledgment  of  my 
indebtedness  to  all  my  fellow  workers  who  have 
so  loyally  co-operated  with  me  in  giving  of  their 
best  to  the  service  of  the  community  during  the 
year.  If  there  were  space,  they  would  all  be  men- 
tioned by  name,  every  one  of  the  150.  And  my 
thanks  also  to  the  Board  for  its  support. 

My  next  to  the  last  word  is  about  NEEDS. 
Your  chance   1      ^he  United  Charities  needs  better  finan- 

Agam  .  .  . 

cial  support  tor  its  city-wide  work. 
2.  The  United  Charities  needs  special  funds 
for  the  annual  support  of  district  visitors  and  visit- 
ing housekeepers;  from  $780  to  $960  each.  During 
the  past  year  special  support  for  visiting  house- 
keepers has  come  from  the  Farmington  Society, 
Mrs.  Julius   Rosenwald,   and  a  special   committee 
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Pointing    Out   the   Way   to   Health 
View  of  Fox  River   from  Oak  Paik  Cottage,  Camp  Algonquin 
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of  our  Stock  Yards  District  Council,  Avhose  inter- 
est and  generosity  we  deeply  appreciate. 

3.  We  need  more  district  social  service  build- 
ings like  the  one  we  have  in  our  Stock  Yards  Dis- 
trict, where  five  organizations  besides  our  own 
have  their  neighborhood  headquarters. 

4.  Chicago  needs  more  facilities  for  the  care 
of  convalescent  men. 

5.  There  should  be  inaugurated  at  the  Bride- 
well a  system  of  payment  to  prisoners'  families 
from  the  earnings  of  those  prisoners  while  they  are 
yielding  income  to  the  city  by  their  labor. 

6.  Chicago  needs  a  Desertion  Bureau. 

7.  Chicago  or  Illinois  needs  a  Farm  Colony 
for  Inebriates. 

inebriates  g  There  should  be  a  beginning  made  dur- 
ing the  coming  year  in  the  study  of  the  important 
subject  of  health  insurance  with  government  par- 
ticipation, and  our  organization  should  co-operate 
heartily  with  the  Illinois  Committee  on  Social  Leg- 
islation, which  is  about  to  initiate  plans  toward 
that  end.  England,  Germany  and  other  countries 
already  have  general  health  insurance  systems.  If 
Illinois  will  plan  such  a  system,  it  will  mean  to  the 
working  classes  prompt  remedial  sick  care,  the 
checking  of  diseases  in  their  incipiency,  the  pre- 
vention of  spread  of  disease  and  the  reduction  of 
charitable  relief  bills. 

9.     Chicago    needs    a    General    Social    Service 

Center  downtown  to  house  all  agencies  that  must 
have  offices  in  the  loop.  It  would  save  time, 
money,  effort,  and  be  a  potent  promoter  of  co- 
operative endeavor. 

sHf"  Y^ars    In  closing,  your  attention  is  called  to  the  fact 

of  Misfortune  .&^1  .  ,        _    , .    .  .  .  ■ 

that  since  the  union  of  the  Relief  and  Aid 
Society  and  the  Bureau  of  Charities  in  1909,  seven 
and  a  half  years,  there  have  come  to   the  United 
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"Choosin'  "  —  Camp   Algonquin 
Did  you  ever  do  this? 


"Tyin'  Apron  Strings" 

Did  You  Ever  See  Anything   Cuter  Than  This' 

These  Nursery  Children  Volunteered  to  Wash  the  Dishes. 


Charities  with  their  troubles  something"  over  63,000 
different  families,  in  which  there  were  over  283,000 
human  beings,  this  figure  not  including  homeless 
men.  This  city-full  of  people  were  in  distress  of  one 
form  or  another.  They  needed  a  friend  and  the 
United  Charities  offered  some  of  that  friendship.  It 
believes  it  can  say,  though  modestly,  that  most  of 
these  folks  were  benefited  by  the  contact.  Hunger 
was  stilled,  sorrows  assuag'ed,  character  strength- 
ened, opportunity  opened  up  to  these  thousands, 
and  we  dare  to  hope  that  most  of  them  are  now 
strong-  and  on  their  own  feet — citizen  assets. 


i&> 


community     what  would  the  opposite  attitude,  the  Don't 

XvGSPOIlSl" 

biiity  Care    Spirit,   have   meant?      It   would   have 

meant  degradation,  black  despair,  pauperism 
and  death  to  more  persons  than  we  dare  allow  our 
imagination  to  estimate.  The  activities  of  the  or- 
ganization and  of  its  predecessors,  the  Relief  and 
Aid  Society  and  the  Bureau  of  Charities  (as  well 
as  the  activities  of  other  charitable  agencies),  rep- 
resent the  community's  fine  humanitarianism,  its 
sense  of  responsibility  to  God's  other  children. 

Unnecessary    Xnie  enough,  much  of  the  poverty  that  was 

Dependency  . 

dealt  with  should  not  have  been;  much  of 
it  was  cruel  infliction  and  preventable — but  with 
our  increasing  knowledge  of  causes  of  misery  and 
dependency  we  are  ever  more  actively  engaging-  in 
those  efforts  which  will  cut  down  want  in  our  midst, 
which  will  shrink  the  army  of  the  Have  Nots,  which 
will  give  the  opportunities  for  self-help  and  for  in- 
dependent economic  life,  while  we  are  carrying  on 
the  necessary  ameliorative  work. 

We  ask  this  communitv  to  continue  loyal  to  its 
own  best  self  by  furnishing  during  this  year,  and 
the  years  to  follow,  such  moral  and  financial  sup- 
port as  is  essential  to  carry  this  life-giving-  service 
to  all  the  darkened  and  sorrowing  homes  that  may 
need  it. 
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"W/ hat  human  society  does 
not  sftena  on  babies  ana  healthy 
dwellings,  and  on  watching 
women  and  child  labor,  on 
factories  and  schools,  says 
Doctor  Jacobi  of  J\.ew  York 
Qjity,  "it  ftays  in  ten -fold 
amounts  on  hospitals,  alms- 
houses, police  clubs,  peniten- 
tiaries,    and     electric     chairs. 
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The  United  Charities 

is 

A   Community   Good    Samaritan 

vvnat  It  Has  Done  ana  Is 
Doing  for  C/hicago 


IT  HELPED  TO  INAUGURATE  AND  ESTABLISH 

Many   Social   Service   Activities   in   Chicago    which   are 
now  permanent,   such   as: 

Open   Air   Schools 
Infant  Welfare  Stations 
Free   Milk   Stations 
Free  Employment    Bureaus 
Free  Dental  Dispensaries 
Anti-Tuberculosis  Work. 


IT  ORGANIZED  AND  CONDUCTS  THESE  USEFUL 
ACTIVITIES: 

Tuberculosis   Preventorium   for  Children 
Summer  Hospital   for  Chicago  Convalescent   Poor 
Training  School  for  Nursery  Maids 
Free   Diet  Kitchen 
Visiting  Housekeeper  System 
House  of  Social  Service 
Extensive   Summer   (  )uting    Work- 
Confidential  Exchange 
Transportation  Department   for  the  Poor. 

IT  ORIGINATED  THE  ILLINOIS  COMMITTEE  ON  SO- 
CIAL LEGISLATION,  WHICH  HAS  HELPED  SECURE 
LEGISLATION   FOR: 

Commitment  and  Detention  of  Feeble-Minded 
Colony  for  Epileptics 
New  State   Free  Employment   Bureaus 
Complete  Registration  of  Births  and  Deaths 
Strengthening  the  Non-Support  Act. 

AND  IS  CONSTANTLY  ORGANIZING  AND  TAKING  PART 

in    Important    Movements   in   City,   County,   State   and 
Nation  for  the  Improvement  of  Social  Conditions. 
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WHAT  IS  THE  UNITED  CHARITIES? 

CHART  OF  ITS  ORGANIZATION 


STATE  CHARTER  1857 


BOARD     OF     DIRECTORS 


OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT  VICE-PRESIDENTS  SECRETARY  TREASURER 


COMMITTEES     OF     THE      BOARD 


I  I 


EDUCATION 

PUBLICITIOH 


EfFitiEKC 
EC0N0M1 


GENERAL    SUPERINTENDENT 


FINANCIAL    SECRETARY 


GENERAL  DISTRICT  SECRETARY 


FIVE    DEPARTMENT    HEADS 


ELEVEN    DISTRICT    SUPERINTENDENTS 


TWENTY-NINE       ACTIVITIES 


Department  ot  Family  Relief  and  Rehabilitation. 

Information  Bureau — Eleven  District  Offices  and  General  Office 

Summer  Outing  Department. 

Summer  Hospital  for  Convalescents. 

Camp  Algonquin;  20  Acres;  16  Buildings 

Tuberculosis  Preventorium 

Day  Nursery 

Kindergarten 

Playground. 

Model  Laundry. 

Classes  for  ".Mothers'  Helpers'* 

Instruction  for  Expectant  and  Voting  Mothers. 

Classes  in  Domestic  Science 

Sewing  Classes. 

Classes  in  English  for  Foreigners. 

Medical  Dispensary  and  Laboratory 

Two  Dental  Dispensaries. 

Mothers'  Rest  and  Recreation  Room 

Visiting  Housekeepers. 

Transportation  Department. 

Inter-city  Inquiries  Between  Organized  Charities  of  the  United 

States. 
Special  Ice  and  Coal  Distribution. 
Participation  in  Work  of.  Social  Service  Registration   Bureau, 

Organized  and  Partly  Supported  by   the  United  Charities. 

(Balance  af  support  comes  from  other  agencies.) 

Eyeglass  Department. 

Social  Service  Library  and  Reading  Room 

Red  Cross  Work-in  Disaster  Relief. 

Department  of  Field  Training  for  Students  in  Social  Work 

Department  of  Volunteer  Service 

Department  of  Social  Welfare  and  Education 


Having  these  many  necessary  and  related  activities  under  one  organization  s  adminis- 
tration   rather  than    under  several,    means  cost-saving  as  well  as   increased  efficiency. 
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Officers  and  Directors 
For  1916-17 

OFFICERS 

Charles    W.    Folds        President 

Julius  Rosen wald First  I  'ice-President 

Mrs.   Joseph    T.    Bovven Second   I  'ice-President 

Charles    A.    Munroe  Secretary 

David  R.   Forgan Treasurer 

Eugene    T.    Lies General  Superintendent 

DIRECTORS 

Term  Expires  in  1917 

Miss  Jane  Addams  Howard  Shaw 

Mrs.  Emmons  Blaine  William  R.  Stirling 

J.  J.  Dau  Harry  A.  Wheeler 

L.  Wilbur  Messer  L.  A.  Goddard 

Mrs.  Potter  Palmer  B.  H.  Marshall 
Julius  Rosenwald 

Term  Expires  in  1918 

Mrs.  Joseph  T.  Bowen  Charles  A.  Paltzer 

Arthur  L.  Farwell  Wm.  McCormick  Blair 

Mitchell  D.  Follansbee  Nathan  William  MacChesney 

David  R.  Forgan  Charles  W.  Folds 

N.  B.  Higbie  Charles  W.  Munroe 

W.  H.  Bush  George   T.   Kelly 

Term  Expires  in  1919 

Walter  S.  Brewster  Potter  Palmer,  Jr. 

Benjamin  Carpenter  Homer  E.  Tinsman 

Howard  Elting  Mrs.  James  L.  Houghteling 

Marquis  Eaton 

EXECUTIVE    STAFF 

Eugene    T.    Lies General  Superintendent 

Mrs.  Katherine  M.  Briggs General  District  Secretary 

Bernard   C.   Roloff Financial   Secretary 

Miss  Ava    D.    Steele Superintendent,  Calumet  District 

Miss  Myra   B.  Van  Nostrand     .     .    Superintendent,  Central  District 

Mrs.  Helen  R.  Slichter Superintendent,  DeKovcn  District 

Miss  Gertrude   McCleery     .     .     .     Superintendent,  Englewood  District 
Miss  Elizabeth    S.   Dixon   .     .  Superintendent,  Garfield  Park  District 

Miss  Faith  Wyatt Superintendent,  Haymarkct  District 

Mrs.  Louise  M.  Flower  .     .     .  Superintendent,  Lower  North  District 

Mrs.  Florence  J.  Brown Superintendent,  Northern  District 

Miss  Louise  M.  McGuire     .     .    .    Superintendent,  Northwest  District 
Miss  Jeanie  Dean    Brown    .     .     .     Superintendent,  Southwest  District 

Mr.  Ralph  J.  Reed Superintendent,  Stockyards  District 

Mrs.  Laura   J.   Collar      ....       Superintendent,   Camp  Algonquin 
JMiss    Myrn    Brockett       .     .     .     Superintendent,  Alary  Crane  Nursery 
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OBJECTS 

OF  THE  UNITED  CHARITIES 

To  relieve  and  also  prevent 
distress;  to  aid  families  to  a 
normal  standard  or  living;  to 
promote  co-operation  among 
social  agencies  and  individ- 
uals  towards   these  ends. 
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District  Councils  and  Committees 


CALUMET  DISTRICT 


WEST  PULLMAN  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  C.  S.  Barsalou  Mrs.  D.  L.  Jones 

Mrs.  R.  W.  Carrington  Mrs.  Edward  J.  Murray 

Rev.  Wm.  Carwardine  Miss  Rose  Pesta 

Mrs.  C.  L.  Chase  Mrs.  A.  J.  Smith 

Mrs.  W.  L.  Ford  Rev.  C.  K.  Stockwell 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Holton  Mrs.  A.  J.  Ton 
Mrs.  Ernest  Ingram 


PALMER   PARK   COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Austin  Rev.  W.  B.  Grimes 

Rev.  J.  H.  Hedstrom  Rev.  Clyde  McGee 

T.  C.  Hill  Rev.  F.  F.  Farmiloe 

D.  R.  Martin  D.  R.  Brvant 

Carl  Morgan  Mrs.  H.  N.  Tolles 

Mrs.  T.  Schmidt  Mrs.  D.  D.  Luckenbill 

Rev.  R.  O.  Thomas  Mrs.  Paul  Heineman 

Mrs.  R.  A.  Viall  Mrs.  W.  H.  Brown 

Mrs.  Anna  Werner  Mrs.  B.  M.  Barnes 

Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Wood  Mrs.  Burton  Ashley 
Mr.  Ellis  Morris 


CENTRAL  DISTRICT 


MEN'S   COUNCIL   COMMITTEE 

Mr.  Fred  Drane,  Chairman 
Mr.  William  Culver.  Mr.  Douglas  McReynolds 

Mr.  O.  M.  Howard  Mr.  Angus  R.  Shannon 

Mrs.  O.  M.  Howard  Mr.  Samuel  R.  Wells 

Dr.  F.  L.  B.  Jenney 


WOMAN'S  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Angus  R.  Shannon,  Chairman 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Evans  Mrs.  James  D.  Small 

Mrs.  Hamlin  Garland  Mrs.  Lorado  Taft 

Mrs.  Wallace  Heckman  Mrs.  Samuel  Wells 

Mrs.  O.  M.  Howard 


SOCIAL  WORKERS'  COMMITTEE 

Consisting  of   representatives  of  other   Social  Agencies  in  the   dis- 
trict. 
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DE  KOVEN  DISTRICT 


ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


Dr.  John  F.  Urie 

Miss  Jessie  Bin  ford,  J.  P.  A. 

Miss  Myrn  Brockett.  Mary 

Crane  Nursery 
Mrs.  Ralph  Bourne 
Miss  Edna  Foley,  Visiting 

Nurse  Association 
Miss  Bertha  Freeman 
Miss  Helen  Kelly,  Health  De- 
partment 
Mrs.  Esther  Kohn,  Hull  House 
Miss  Ellen  M.  Allen,  Chicago 

Lying-in  Dispensary 
Miss  Marion  Curtiss 
Mrs.  James  E.  Quan 
Mrs.  H.  T.  Lewis 
Mrs.  E.  J.  McCarty 
Miss  Marie  T.  Phelan.  Infant 

Welfare  Society 
Miss  Marion  Prentiss,  Miss  Ag- 

ness  Talcott,  County  Hospital 
Mrs.  P.  A.  Schriver,  Vest  End 

Woman's  Club 


Miss  Amelia  Sears,  Juvenile 
Protective  Association 

Mrs.  John  E.  Ransom,  Central 
Free  Dispensary 

Miss  Mary  A.  Amberg,  Guardian 
Angel  Center 

Miss  Natalie  Walker 

Miss  Sybil  Loughead 

Miss  Angie  Johnson.  Maria  Ade- 
laide Society- 
Miss  Florence  Spencer,  M.  T.  S. 

Miss  Selma  Johnson,  Mary 
Crane  Nursery 

Mrs.  Edward  Schumway 

Miss  Mary  Rozet  Smith 

Miss  Agnes  Kelley 

Miss  Elly  Hartman 

Mrs.  Eugene  Mancinelli 

Mrs.  Kate  Maglianco 

Mrs.  John  Coleman.  Jr. 

Miss  Helen  Jewell 

Air.  Fernando  Cuniberti 


ENGLEWOOD  DISTRICT 


ADVISORY   COMMITTEE 


Mrs.  A.  J.   Sittig,  Chairman 

Mrs. 

A.  E.  Bantz 

Mrs. 

D.  J.  A.  Ritchie 

Mrs. 

Edward  T.  Bent 

Mrs. 

L.  K.  Scotford 

Mrs. 

H.  S.  Budgell 

Mrs. 

J.  C.  Steere 

Mrs. 

John  Jacobs 

Mrs. 

Harry  A.  Timmin; 

Miss 

Hilma  Johnson 

Mrs. 

Harriet  Vander  Vaart 

Mrs. 

Jas.  B.  Middaugh 

Mrs. 

C.  M.  Woodman 

Mrs. 

W.  W.  Munsell 

Mrs. 

H.  D.  Wright 

Miss 

Cassie  Niswander 

Mrs. 

N.  R.  Wright 

Mrs. 

B.  F.  Paine 

Mrs. 

Margaret  Zimmer 

Mrs. 

Wm.  C.  Pearce 

Mrs. 

Irvin  A.  Rice 

WOODLAWN   ADVISORY   COMMITTEE 

Dr.  Edward   Curtis Chairman 

Dr.  John  McClurkin Vice-Chairman 

Mrs.  Frank   Pearson Secretary 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Bateman  Mrs.  Geo.  A.  Miller 

Mrs.  Wm.  Bucholz  Mrs.  E.  A.  Meyers 

Mrs.  Alvin  D.  Dorset  Mrs.  Frank  Morgan 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Dowd  Mrs.  Martin  Russell 

Mrs.  W.  A.  Eaton  Mrs.  John  Ryan 

Mrs.  Roderick  Findlav  Mrs.  O.  O.  Scattersood 

Mrs.  Still  Hull  Mrs.  W.  W.  Sevmour 

Mrs.  C  E.  Hyle  Mrs.  R.  C.  Stirton 

Mrs.  Hannah  Jones  Mrs.  L.  S.  Tiffany 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Kempster  Mrs.  C.  Weller 

Mrs.  A.  C  McFarland 
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ENGLEWOOD   DISTRICT   COUNCIL 

Homer  E.  Tinsman President 

Milton  S.  Lamoreaux Vice-President 

Wm.    G.   Colvin Secretary 

Hon.  McKenzie  Cleland  Rev.  Gideon  S.  Ohslund 

James  G  Elsdon  Mrs.  William  C.  Pearce 

Rev.  A.  P.  Fors,  Ph.  D.  Harry  A.  Timmons 

Earl  C.  Hales  William  L.  Sharp 

Charles  F.  Jones  Amos   D.   Cox 

Miss  Anna  Nichols 


GARFIELD  PARK  DISTRICT 


ADVISORY   COMMITTEE 
Rev.  Floyd  I.  Beckwith,  D.  D.  Chairman 


Mrs.  Henry  Ahlf  Miss 
Mrs.  R.  McConnell  Andrews     Rev. 

Mrs.  Edward  E.  Arnold  Mrs. 

Dr.  Rebecca  R.  Billings  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Joseph  W.  Black  Mrs. 

Rev.  H.  L.  Cawthorne  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Ebeneezer  Edwards  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Jacob  Foster  Mrs. 

Mrs.  John  Gutknecht  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Vincent  Huntingdon  Mrs. 

Mrs.  Charles  Johnstone  Mrs. 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Jones  Mrs. 
Mrs.  S.  J.  McLaren 


Alice  Murphy 
William  J.  Ohan 
Anna  H.  Pomeroy 
Richard  M.  Pritchard 
C.  A.  Roberts 
Theodore  B.  Sachs 
Fulalie  Schneider 
A.  J.  Sterling  / 

Eliza  Varnell 
George  H.  Vaupell 
Eli  J.  Warshell 
Willis  E.  Webster 


HAYMARKET  DISTRICT 


ADVISORY   COMMITTEE 


Rev.  George  J.  S 
Mrs.  Fannie  Blynd 
Miss  Julia  Carter 
Rev.  Benjamin  E.  Chapman 
Miss  Ada  Collins 
Miss  Winifred  Collins 
Mrs.  Antoinette  Cone 
Mrs.  Frances  E.  Coss 
Miss  Luella  Graf 
Miss  Leila  Houghteling 
Miss  Cornelia  Jones 
Miss  Helen  Jewell 
Miss  Estella  Konczak 
Mrs.  Rhoda  Leach 
Miss  C.  Louise  Lewis 
Mrs.  Harry  Linn 
Mrs.  Leah  D.  MacLachlan 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Fred  A.  Moore 
Miss  Kathleen  Moore 
Miss  Mabel  Nelson 


earleSj  Chairman 
Very  Rev.  Walter  S.  Pond 
Miss  Marion  Prentiss 
Mrs.  Ella  Rogers 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  George  J.  Searles 
Mrs.  Thaddeus  Sleszynski 
Miss  Leah  Taylor 
Rev.  Bartholomew  Tron 
Mrs.  Anna  Watkins 
Miss  Sue  E.  Welch 
Mr.  C.  J.  Wellman 
Miss  Elizabeth  Westphal 
Miss  Clarice  Wilson 
Rev.  Nils  M.  Ylvisaker 
Mrs.  Neva  Ellis  Scott 
Mrs.  R.  J.  Reverette 
Miss  Dorothy  Weaver 
Mrs.  Olive  Rein 
Miss  Libbv  Greenwood 
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POLISH  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


Hon.   Edmund  Jakecki,   Chairman 


Miss  Mary  Baranowski 

Miss  Wanda  Dombrowski 

Miss  Anastasia  Cbmielewski 

Miss  Josephine  Franciszak 

Mrs.  Mary  Geshkiewicz 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Hellmuth 

Mrs.  Edmund  Jarecki 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  B.  Klarkowski 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Kostrzewski 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  Kowalski 

Mr.  Thomas  Lasecki 

Dr.  Frank  Lenart 

Mr.  Ludwig  Lesnicki 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Nering 

Mrs  Marv  Osuch 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mieczalow  Perlinski 

Mrs.  Clara  Plucinski 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Sahud 

Mr.  John  Skibinski 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thaddeus  Sleszynski 

Dr.  Henry  Slominski 

Mr.  Alexander  Szneider 

Miss  Sophie  Warszewski 

Dr.  Florian  and  Mrs.  Znaniecki 

Miss  Frances  Evans 

Rev.  Timothy  Peshkoff 

Mrs.  Peter  Peyor 

Rev.  J.  F.  Zajonczkowski 

Air.  James  Ciemnik 


LOWER  NORTH  DISTRICT 


ADVISORY   COMMITTTEE 


Mrs.   Walter  S.    Brewster,   Chairman 


Mr.  Glenn  D.   Adams 
Mr.  Emmons  J.  Alden 
Rev.  Jos.   Anastasi 
Mrs.  William  Baum 
Mrs.  R.  A.  Bond 
Mrs.  Maud   P.    Boyes 
Mrs.  R.  R.  Cable 
Mrs.  A.   A.   Carpenter 
Mrs.  Benjamin  Carpenter 
Mr.  William  S.  Chambers 
Mrs.  Edwin  H.  Clark- 
Mrs.  W.   P.  Conger 
Miss  Mabel  Dick 
Mrs.  Mitchell  D.  Follansbee 
Mrs.  Edward  A.  Furst 
Mrs.  Paul  Gardner 
Mrs.  John  Garibaldi 
Mrs.  Charles  Gurley 
Mr.  Wm.  S.  Hine 
Mrs.  Wm.  H.  Hubbard 


Mrs.  Rudolph   Holmes 
Mrs.  Wm.   Prescott  Hunt 
Rev.  Norman  O.  Hutton 
Rev.  Father  Louis 
Mrs.  Marie  Leavitt 
Miss  Elizabeth  Love 
Mrs.  Wm.  M.  Lemoyne 
Mrs.  Robert    McFadon 
Mrs.  C.   A.  McWhorter 
Mrs.  Frances  E.  Manierre 
Rev.  J.   Miller 
Mrs.  W.  W.   Jaques 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ricker 
Miss  Mary  Rozet 
Mr.  P.  M.  Scott 
Sister  Christophine 
Rev.  Wm.  B.  Stoskopf 
Rev.  Timothy  D.  Stone 
Mrs.  Russell  Tvson 
Rev.  E.  L.  Williams 


CLOTHING  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.    William    Prescott,    Hunt.   Jr.,    Chairman 


Miss  Marv  Chandler 
Mrs.  S.  T.  Child 
Mrs.  Howard  Elting 
Mrs.  Henry  Hooper 


Mrs.  George  H.  Pavson 
Mrs.  A.  F.  Peabody 
Mrs.  Charles  Pope 
Airs.  George  H.  Tavlor 
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CHURCH  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  William  Conger,  Chairman 

Rev.  Norman  Barr  Father  O'Brien 

Rev.  J.  Baumgartner  Rev.  Peter  Peterson 

Rev.  David  C.  Beatty  Rev.  Paul  Racier 

Rev.  C.   H.  Demetry  Rev.  Jos.   E.   Rogers 

Rev.  John  Gardner  Rev.  John  Timothy  Stone 

Rev.  Norman  Hutton.  Rev.  Wm,   H.   Watson 

Rev.  Herman  Lindskog  Rev.  Elmer  L.  Williams 


FARMINGTON    SOCIETY    COMMITTEE 


Mrs 
Miss  Elizabeth  Love 


Robert  McFadon,   Chairman 
Miss  Edith  S.  Swift 


SOCIAL   SERVICE   COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Wm.  Hubbard,  Chairman 


Mr.  Glenn  Adams 
Mrs.  Maud  P.  Boyes 
Rev.  Norman   Hutton 
Miss     Etta  Koper 
Mrs.  Marie  Leavitt 
Miss  May  McConnachie 
Dr.  O.  W.  McMichael 
Mr.  Herman  Newman 


Miss  Agnes   Paulson 
Miss  Anna  Reid 
Miss  Amelia  Sears 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  Street 
Miss  Elnora  E.  Thomson 
Miss  Anna  M.  Truax 
Mrs.  Thomas  J.  Webb 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Edwin  Clark,  Chairman 
Mr.  W.  L.  Bodine  Mr.  T.  J.  Lane 

Mr.  Wm.   S.  Bogan  Miss  Isabel  M.   McLaughlin 

Miss  Etta  Gee  Mrs.  Belle   B.   Murphy 

Mr.  Luman  Hewes  Mrs.  Martha  M.  Ruggles 

Miss  Mathilde  Jaeger  Miss  Dora  W.  Zollman 


NORTHERN  DISTRICT 


ADVISORY   COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Dunlap  Smith,  Chairman 


Mrs.  F.   E.    Broomell 

Mrs.  S.   H.   Brooks 

Dr.  W.  S.  P.  Bryan 

Rev.  Frederick  G.  Budlong 

Mrs.  Harry  L.   Cavanagh 

Mrs.  J.  O.  Cobb 

Mrs.  Willett  H.  Cornwell 

Miss  Ruth  Dennis 

Miss  E.  Edmonds 

Mrs.  W.    A.    Evans 

Mrs.  Berry  Hiss 

Mrs.  Carrie   N.  Hopkins 

Mrs.  George  I.  Jones 

Mrs.  Theo.   O.  Johnson 

Miss  Sara  King 

Miss  Pauline   Kelly 

Mrs.  Orville   McMichael 


Mrs.  Clair  E.  Moore 

Miss  Elizabeth  Mundie 

Rev.  John   D.   McLauchlan 

Mrs.  Maurice  O'Connor 

Mrs.  Harry  Olson 

Mrs.  George   Packard 

Mrs.  Robert   F.   Palmer 

Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Redheffer 

Mrs.  R.   F.  Schuchardt 

Mr.  Thomas  W.  Sprowles 

Mrs.  George  W.  Tuttle 

Mrs.  A.  Hale  Vollintine 

Miss  Adelaide  Walsh 

Mrs.  J.  J.   Wettling 

Mrs.  Jesse   M.   Watkins 

Mrs.  Emil  C.  Wetten 

Mrs.  Arthur   C.  Barrett 
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COUNCIL 


Mrs.  Dunlap  Smith 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Watkins 

Dr.  and   Mrs.  J.   O.   Cobb 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raymond  L.  Red- 

heffer 
Dr.  Ethan  Allen  Gray 


Mr.  H.  E.  Bullock 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clair  E.  More 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  O.  McMichael 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Packard 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  F.  Schuchardt 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  E.  Broomell 


NORTHWESTERN  DISTRICT 


GENERAL  ADVISORY   COMMITTEE 

Miss    Surrilda   Ellis,    Chairman 


Rev.  Josiah  L.  Albritton 
Rev.  F.  J.  Alvested 
Rev.  Asbjon  C.  Anda 
Miss  Marion  Bate 
Miss  Edith  Bauersfeld 
Mrs.  Oscar  A.  Babbe 
Mrs.  L.  Berg 
Mrs.  E.    E.   Kerr 
Mrs.  Richard   S.   Julien 
Mr.  George  Collett 
Mrs.  Carrie  M.  Dunbar 
Mrs.  Phillip    Dwinells 
Mrs.  Lucy  Giniochio 
Miss  Leila  Houghteling 
Rev.  William  H.  Huber 
Mrs.  Margaret  Johnson 
Mrs.  Emma   E.   Jones 
Miss  Addie  M.  Lancaster 
Mrs.  Harrv  Linn 
Mrs.  Hugh  A.  McCreadie 


Miss  Edna  H.   Merrell 

Mrs.  Alyce  S.  Mielke 

Miss  Kathryn   Moore 

Miss  Mary  Netzel 

Mrs.  Jessie  Parmelee 

Mrs.  Ray  S.  Parrish 

Miss  Marion    Prentiss 

Mrs.  N.  Rydstrom 

Miss  Marion  Shepard 

Miss  Sprock 

Mrs.  Kickham   Scanlan 

Miss  Ulalie  Sneider 

Miss  Winifred    Salisbury 

Rev.  H.  Tonder 

Miss  Elise  Walther 

Miss  Edith  Warren 

Mr.  C.  J.  Wellman 

Mrs.  Edward  Wheeler 

Rev.  and  Mrs.  Grover  C.  Whimsett 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  James  Williams 


IRVING  PARK  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Mrs.    Emma   Haarsted,  Chairman 


Mrs.  H.  H.   Baldwin 

Mrs.  Alvin  Brandt 

Mrs.  Christian  Callsen 

Mrs.  A.  Closset 

Mrs.  Frederick  L.  Barrett 

Mrs.  J.  Bover 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nicholas  Conybear 

Mrs.  W.  F.  Degen 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Dymond 

Mrs.  John  E.  Eipper 

Mrs.  Rena   Elrod 

Mrs.  Jennie  M.  Gager 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Gambrill 

Mrs.  Charles  Howe 

Rev.  Norman  B.  Henderson 

Mrs.  J.  Humphrey 

Mrs.  Arthur  Jennings 


Mrs.  Oscar  Kaufman 

Mrs.  Robert  Kirkpatrick 

Mrs.  Herbert  N.  Lee 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  F.  Fennell  McKee 

Mrs.  Herbert  Merrill 

Rev.  E.  J.  M.  Nutter 

Mrs.  George  N.  Olson 

Mrs.  Ada  S.  Percival 

Mrs.  Fred   Pettibone 

Mrs.  E.  Schaienberg 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  C.  Starr 

Mrs.  John  E.  Van  Natta 

Mrs.  Edward  P.  Van  Harlinger 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oliver  L.  Watson 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ewald  Weber 

Mrs.  Arthur  Wilkinson 

Mrs.  Fred  Wirth 
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POLISH    ADVISORY    COMMITTEE 


Hon.  Edmund  Jarecki,  Chairman 


Miss  Mary  Baranowski 

Miss  Wanda  Dombrowski 

Miss  Anastasia  Chmielowski 

Mr.  James  Ciemnik 

Miss  Frances  Evans 

Miss  Josephine   Franciszak 

Mrs.  Mary  Geshkiewicz 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Hellmuth 

Mrs.  Edmund  Jarecki 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  B.  Klarkowski 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wm.  Kostrzewski 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.    Kowalski 

Mr.  Thomas  Lasecki 

Dr.  Frank  Lenart 

Mr.  Ludwig  Lesnicki 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Nering 

Mrs.  Mary  Osuch 

Rev.  Timothy  Peshkoff 

Mrs.  Peter  Peyor 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mieczslaw  Perlinski 

Mrs.  Clara  Plncinski 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Sahud 

Mr.  John  Skibinski 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thaddeus  Sleszynski 

Dr.  Henry  Slominski 

Mr.  Alexander   Szneider 

Miss  Sophie  Warszewski 

Dr.  Florian  and  Mrs.  Znaniecki 

Rev.  J.   F.   Zajonczkowski 


BUSINESS  AND  PROFESSIONAL   MEN'S  ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 


Mr.  C.  J.  Wellman,  Chairman 


Mr.  Andrew  Bisek 
Mr.  Thomas  E.  Boden 
Mr.  George  A.  Engelhardt 
Dr.  Herman  Frankel 
Mr.  Horace  M.  Herrick 
Rev.  J.  J.  Jesperson 
Mr.  Max  Klee 
Mr.  George  B.  Masslich 
Mr.  L.  McKibben 
Mr.  S.  Mills 


Mr.  Joseph  R.  Noel 
Rev.  Joshua  B.  D.  Oden 
Mr.  James  J.  Otley 
Dr.  S.   R.   Pietrowicz 
Mr.  Otokar  Prohaska 
Mr.  Arthur  E.  Sinclair 
Mr.  John  H.    Stube 
Mr.  John   E.   Ransom 
Mr.  Albert  E.  Webster 


SOUTHWESTERN  DISTRICT 


ADVISORY    COMMITTEE 


Mr.  Thomas  W.  Allinson,  Chairman 


Miss  Ella  Allen  Rev. 

Miss  Ruth  Austin  Miss 

Rev.  John  Best  Mrs. 

Miss  K.  Canfield  and  staff  Rev. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Carey  Mrs. 

Miss  Eva  Doniat  Miss 

Mrs.  Agda  Felice  Miss 

Mrs.  Willard  Harris  Mrs. 

Miss  Bertha  Howell  Miss 

Miss  Anna  Hudak  Miss 

Miss  Katherine  Huff  Miss 

Miss  Lucile  Hall  Miss 
Mrs.  F.  Hinz 


W.  J.  Horner 
Marie  Hutter 
Lula  H.  Law 
A.  H.  Leaman 
Esther  Miller 
Alice  Rowell 
Minnie  Sorrenson 
Rose  Smetanka 
Irma  Cimon 
Clara  Tigav 
Martha  Walb 
K.  Wilson 
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STOCK  YARDS  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL 

Mr.  Harold  F.  White President 

Mr.  Nathan    B.    Higbie Vice-President 

Miss  Louise  Fairman Secretary 

Miss  Ruth  Agar  Mrs.  Stephen  T.   Mather 
Rev.  Alex.  Allison,  Jr.  Rev.  A.  J.  McCartney 
Rev.  Edward  S.  Ames  Miss  Mary  McDowell 
Mr.  Scott  E.   W.  Bedford  Mr.  George  B.  McKibbin 
Mr.  George  M.  Benedict  Mrs.  George  B.  McKibbin 
Mr.  Abraham  Bowers  Hon.  Wm.  H.  McSurelv 
Mrs.  H.   M.   Byllesby  Mr.  Edward  Morris 
Mrs.  Joseph  P.  Cobb  .Mrs.  John  O'Connor 
Mr.  Hugh  A.  Cole  Mr.  John  J.  O'Connor 
Rev.  William  C.  Covert  Airs.  Charles  H.  Otis 
Miss  Naomi  Donnelley  Mrs.  W.  H.  Reed 
Mr.  Donald  B.  Douglas  Mrs.  Milton  Shirk- 
Mrs.  Marvin  A.  Farr  Mr.  A.   F.   Shiverick 
Rev.  Charles  W.  Gilkey  Mr.  George  D.  Smith 
Dr.  James  Alex.  Harvey  Mr.  Harold  H.  Swift 
Mrs.  John  J.  Hattsteadt  Rev.  George  H.  Thomas 
Rev.  Oscar  C.  Helming  Miss  Mary  Walsh 
Mr.  Henry  H.  Hilton  Rev.  W.  R.  Wedderspoon 
Mr.  Morton  D.  Hull  Mrs.  C.  B.  Whipple 
Mr.  Wm.  H.  Jackson  Air.  F.  Edson  White 
Mr.  Arthur  G.  Leonard  Mr.  H.  A.  Williams 
Air.   A.  G.  Lester  Mr.  Thomas  E.  Wilson 
Mr.  Daniel  M.  Lord 


ADVISORY    COMMITTEE 


Mrs.   John   O'Connor 
Mrs.  Ralph  C.  Brown 


Chairman 
Secretary 


Mrs.  B.  C.  Buxton 

Mrs.  Luella  Davis 

Mrs.  L.  A.  Dickey 

Mrs.  Mary  Ellickson 

Miss  Helen  Freeman 

Mrs.  I.   S.  Henkle 

Mrs.  Lucy  Hickie 

Mrs.  E.  B.  Hutchinson 


Airs.  Phoebe  Keith 
Mrs.  Frank  Kelly 
Mrs.  John  T.  Mentzer 
Airs.  Charles  H.  Rice 
Mrs.  M.   S.  Ryan 
Airs.  Rose  Prubey 
Afrs.  W.  T.  Steward 


"It    is  better   to  put   one  family   permanently   beyond   the 
Charity  than  to  tide  twenty  over  into  next  week's  misery." 


°ed  of 


-Almv. 
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Some  of  Our  Special  Needs 
for  1917 

Can   You  Help  Fill  Any  of  Them? 

A  "CHARITIES'  BUILDING" 

Co-operation  is  promoted  by  proximity.  It  is  highly  desirable  that  a 
central  Charities  building  like  the  one  in  New  York  be  secured 
for  Chicago  Social  Agencies.  The  directors  of  the  United 
Charities  have  long  cherished  the  desire  and  the  hope.  At  one 
time  the  plan  seemed  near  realization,  but  something  happened 
and  left  matters  as  before.  What  is  lacking  is  sufficient  inter- 
est— the  motive  is  there,  the  purpose  is  highly  laudable — the 
result  would  promote  efficiency  and  economy — there  is  money 
enough  in  Chicago.     What  may  we  expect? 

HOUSES  OF  SOCIAL  SERVICE 

We  have  eleven  branch  offices  in  Chicago  in  all  parts  of  this  big  city, 
mostly  near  the  homes  of  the  poor.  Only  one  of  those  is  our 
own  property ;  that  one  is  "The  House  of  Social  Service"  at 
734  West  Forty-seventh  Street.  It  was  bought  and  presented 
to  the  United  Charities  by  the  Stock  Yards  District  Council  of 
the  organization  nearly  three  years  ago.  It  houses  our  district 
office  and  dental  dispensary  and  four  other  social  agencies. 
This  house  pays  its  own  way.  It  is  an  effective  promoter  of 
co-operation.  We  need  one  in  every  district.  Who  will  help 
secure  another? 

FIELD  WORKERS 

Our  field  workers  or  visitors  always  carry  a  heavier  load  of  work 
than  they  should  in  order  to  secure  the  best  results.  Their  pay 
ranges  from  $65  to  $75  per  month  and  we  need  many  more  than 
we  can  afford  to  engage.  Would  you  consider  paying  all  or 
part  of  the  salary  of  one  such  worker?  Perhaps  your  club, 
lodge  or  society  would  like  to  do  so? 

VISITING  HOUSEKEEPERS 

Three  of  our  district  branches  have  Visiting  Housekeepers  on  their 
staffs.  We  need  one  in  each  of  the  other  eight.  They  are  in- 
valuable. They  teach  poor  women  how  to  turn  a  house  into 
a  home  and  bring  up  their  families  efficiently  and  economically. 
Their  teaching  prevents  economic  waste,  tends  to  prevent  de- 
sertion by  the  husband  and  builds  bulwarks  against  future 
dependency.  Our  three  present  housekeepers  are  maintained 
by  special  funds  contributed  for  the  purpose.  We  shall  engage 
one  for  everv  $75  per  month  contributed  for  that  purpose  by 
YOU,  YOUR  club  or  society.  When  shall  we  put  YOUR 
Visiting  Housekeeper  to  work? 
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A  GOOD,  LIGHT  AUTO  TRUCK 

At  Camp  Algonquin,  our  poor  mothers'  and  children's  paradise,  we 
badly  need  a  good  light-weight  auto-truck.  Our  camp  is  be- 
tween one  and  one-half  and  three  miles  from  the  two  villages 
where  we  secure  our  provender.  Frequent  daily  trips  are  nec- 
essary. The  roads  are  good,  but  our  horses  and  wagons  are 
worn  out  and  out  of  date.  We  could  save  much  precious  time 
and  money  if  we  had  a  truck.  It  should  be  in  first-class  con- 
dition. 

A  GRIND   ORGAN 

"Of  all  things,  I  have  wanted  a  grind  organ  for  Camp  Algonquin 
for  the  longest  time,"  reported  our  Camp  Superintendent,  Mrs. 
Collar,  when  asked  to  suggest  a  need  for  1917.  "Oh,  it  would 
just  set  those  feet  a-dancing  and  start  the  stagnant  blood  flow- 
ing swiftly  in  their  veins,"  she  continued  enthusiastically,  re- 
ferring to  the  poor  mothers  and  their  children  whom  we  give 
outings   here.     "NUFF  SED."     Who   has   it,    or   who    will   buy 


one 


A  GRAFLEX  CAMERA 

No,  this  is  not  a  luxury.  It  is  a  necessity.  Members  of  our  staff 
now  use  an  old-fashioned  camera  that  has  served  for  years. 
We  need  to  make  photographs  of  outing  activities  and  city 
conditions  all  the  time  to  illustrate  our  appeal  literature  and 
reports,  as  well  as  to  provide  material  for  illustrated  lectures. 
We  cannot  afford  to  buy  a  good  camera  of  the  Graflex  type. 
A  new  one  would  cost  about  $150.  It  would  bring  in  ten  times 
that  sum  in  contributions  the  first  year,  through  the  graphic 
stories   it   would   tell.     Consult   the   General    Superintendent   for 


details. 


PLAYGROUND  APPARATUS 


Both  at  Algonquin  and  Harlowarden,  as  well  as  at  Mary  Crane  Nur- 
sery, we  need  playground  apparatus  badly,  to  amuse  the  little 
ones.     An  investment  that  will  bring  1,000  per  cent  in  dividends. 


BOOKS 

Our  Social  Service  Library  needs  additional  volumes  on  Social  Serv- 
ice. We  also  need  to  have  some  binding  done.  Either  contri- 
butions of  binding  or  cash  for  books  would  be  appreciated. 
They  are  used  by  our  150  employes  and  many  social  workers 
from   other  agencies. 


STEREOPTICON 

For    lecture    work    (we    have    900   lantern    slides")  a    good,    powerful 

stereopticon    is    needed ;    one   that   would    be  suitable    for    large 

gatherings.     Also   an    automatic   stereopticon  to   accompany    our 
exhibit.     Cost  of  latter,  $250. 


GRATEFUL  ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

TO  THOSE  WHO  HELPED  IN  SPECIAL 

WAYS 

Our  good  friends  were  so  numerous  last  year  and  their  kind- 
nesses so  many  that  it  becomes  a  task  of  first  magnitude  to  attempt 
to  acknowledge  them  all  properly. 

To  the  7,000  or  more  contributors  and  subscribers  to  our  various 
funds  we  can  only  say  that  while  we  are  your  agents  and,  therefore, 
come  in  direct  contact  with  the  miseries  of  your  beneficiaries,  we 
can  transmit  to  you  but  feebly  the  thanks  and  appreciation  of  the 
thousands  whom  your  money  has  helped  to  bring  nearer  to  health  and 
happiness. 

The  many  others  who  helped  with  SERVICE  and  gifts  in  kind, 
with  at  times  such  hearty  and  wholesome  disregard  of  their  own 
needs  and  comforts,  also  need  special   word  of  appreciation. 

To  name  any  means  to  leave  out  many — a  dangerous  procedure 
— yet  we  believe  that  those  not  named  will  bear  with  us  and 
remember  the  impossibility  of  printing  the  names  of  all — the 
list  would  be  too  large  for  limited  space.  Also,  the  rush  of 
work  in  certain  seasons  makes  possible  slips  in  recording  gifts 
of  service  and  material. 

Some  of  the  firms,  organizations  and  individuals  who  have  been 
especially  helpful  during  the  past  year  are  the  following : 

FREE   DRAYAGE 

Dixon  Transfer  Company,  Stockton  Transfer  Company,  Brinks 
Express,   Hastings  Express   Company,   David   Warehouse. 

TRANSPORTATION 

Twenty-three  railway  lines  entering  Chicago,  for  summer  outing 
and  other  transportation,  especially  the  Northwestern  Railway,  for 
transportation  back  and  forth  from  Algonquin  and  Arden  Shore 
Camps.  Boat  excursions  to  poor  women  and  children,  Goodrich 
Transit  Company,  South  Haven  Steamship  Company,  Roosevelt 
Steamship  Company.  Chicago  Surface  Lines,  Elevated  Railways,  for 
10,000  free  tickets  to  poor  families.  The  Chicago  South  Side  Club 
and  its  members,  for  service  in  securing  and  helping  distribute  these 
10,000  street-car  tickets   to  poor  mothers  and   children. 

SUMMER  OUTINGS 

For  special  help  in  sending  400  children  into  the  country  for  two 
weeks'  vacations,  Englewood  Health  Girls  of  the  Englewood  High 
School. 

Pastors,  churches,  clubs,  and  Epworth  leagues,  Christian  Endeavor 
societies,  as  well  as  country  and  town  people  in  seven  states  who 
helped  make  the  summer  outing  work  a  success. 

Camp  Goodwill  and  Arden  Shore  Association  and  the  managers  of 
Holiday  Home,  for  outing  privileges  for  our  poor  people. 

PRINTING   AND   PUBLICITY 

Donnelley  &  Sons  Company,  "Lakeside  Press,"  and  other  printers. 
"Chicago  Daily  News,"  for  publicity  and  special  support  of  country 
outings.  All  the  other  papers  for  splendid  co-operation  and  support 
with   publicity. 
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MISCELLANEOUS 

Infant  Class  of  St.  Paul's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  for  twenty 
years  of  regular  help  to  Stock  Yards  District. 

Swift  &  Co.,  for  supply  of  ice  boxes  for  poor  families  in  Stock 
Yards  District. 

Last  year  F.  A.  Hardy  &  Co.  furnished  147  pairs  of  glasses  for 
our  poor  families. 

For  their  kindness  in  furnishing  for  eight  years  the  Christmas 
tree  at  Mary  Crane  Nursery,  baskets,  toys,  and  complete  outfits  for 
each  nursery  child,  Mrs.  August  C.  Magnus,  Mrs.  Harry  Fitch 
Williams. 

Earnshaw  Knitting  Company,  for  splendid  gifts  of  children's  un- 
derclothing for  Mary  Crane  Nursery,  Algonquin  and  our  poor  families. 

Mrs.  George  W.  Wolsle,  for  arranging  weekly  beach  parties  dur- 
ing summer  for  mothers  and  children  of  Mary  Crane  Nursery. 

Mrs.  Albert  Semmons,  for  annual  birthday  party  for  nursery 
children. 

Farmington  Society,  for  salary  of  visiting  housekeeper  and  other 
help. 

Mrs.  Julius  Rosenwald,  for  special  help  and  salary  of  visiting 
housekeeper. 

Stock  Yards   Committee,   for   salary  of  visiting  housekeeper. 

Illinois  Steel  Company,  for  a  great  amount  of  coal  for  poor 
families. 

Needle  Work  Guild,  for  new   clothing. 

Rev.  William  E.  Barton  and  the  churches  of  Oak  Park  (especially 
the  First  Congregational  Church),  for  nurse  at  Camp  Algonquin  and 
much  other  help. 

Mr.  Harlow  N.  Higginbotham,  for  use  of  land  in  the  Forest  of 
Arden. 
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AUDITORS'  CERTIFICATE 

We  certify  that  we  have  audited  the  Ac- 
counts of  the  United  Charities  of  Chicago  for 
the  year  ended  September  30,  1916,  and  have 
found  them  correct. 

Properly  authorized  vouchers  were  pro- 
duced for  all  disbursements  made  during  the 
year. 

We  have  examined  the  Securities  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer  and  have  verified  the 
balances  of  cash  on  hand  and  in  banks. 

The  attached  Balance  Sheet  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  Books  of  the  United  Charities 
of  Chicago  and,  in  our  opinion,  exhibits  a  true 
and  correct  view  of  the  condition  of  its  affairs 
as  at  September  30,  1916. 

Chicago,  111.,  November  10,  1916. 

Deloitte,  Plender,  Griffiths  &  Co., 

Accountants  and  Auditors. 
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UNITED   CHARITIES   OF   CHICAGO 
Balance  Sheet  as  at  September  30,  1916 

ASSETS 

Real  Estate: 

Buildings       (including       Hospital       and 

equipment)    at  Algonquin,   Illinois. ..  .$  45,265.03 

House  of  Social  Service: 

Cost   of  Lot    $     7,012.23 

Cost    of    Building 39,133.16 

$  46,145.39 
Less  Mortgage  7,500.00        38,645.39     $  83,910.42 


Invested  Funds: 

I.    Restricted: 

Income     used     for     General 

Purposes  $281,510.00 

Income     used     for     Specific 
Purposes: 
Mary    Crane 

Nursery    ..$100,000.00 
Titanic 

Disaster    ..        1,625.14       101,625.14      383,135.14 


II.     Unrestricted. 

(Of  which  Securities  of  the  Par  Value 

of  $104,000.00  have  been  deposited  as 

collateral  to  secure  money  borrowed 

from   the   Bank.) 107,857.58      490,992.72 

Interest  in  Investments  Held  in  Trust: 

Martin   Ryerson    Real   Estate $40,000.00 

B.  S.  Cable  Memorial  15,000.00         55,000.00 

Interest  Accrued  on  Bonds  Bought  on 

Account  of  A.  A.  Sprague  Fund 106.25 

Cash  on  Hand  and  in  Bank 9,995.77 

$640,005.16 
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Balance  Sheet  as  at   September  30,   1916 

LIABILITIES 

Endowment   Fund    . $381,510.00 

Titanic     Disaster  —  Mrs.     Willers'     Pension 

Fund $    3,000.00 

Add    Income    received    to    date 407.96 

$     3,407.96 
Deduct    Pensions   paid   out    to 

date    $1,660.00 

Loss  on  Sale  of  Chicago  Tele- 
phone Co.  bond 4.50  1,664.50  1,743.46 


Northern  Trust  Company  Trust  Fund: 

Martin     Ryerson    Trust 40,000.00 

B.    S.    Cable    Memorial    Trust 15,000.00         55,000.00 

Special  Funds: 

Relief  2,854.21 

Camp  Harlowarden  264.97 

House  of  Social  Service 2,835.35 

Summer  Outing  6,325.45         12,279.98 

Demand   Notes    Payable   to    Bank 84,100.00 

Bank  Overdraft   1,748.92 

Balance: 

As  per  last  Balance  Sheet 134,798.07 

Add  amount  received  from  Chicago 
Surface  Lines  on  account  of  damages 
to   Building  at   167   N.   La   Salle   St...       1,500.00 

136,298.07 
Deduct    Deficit    on    current    operations 
for  year  ended  September  30,  1916. .  . .     32,675.27       103,622.80 

$640,005.16 
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HOW  THE  MONEY   WAS  DISBURSED 

This  chart  shows  how  all  the  money  coming  to  the 
United  Charities  is  automatically  assigned  for  dis- 
bursement.    However,  it  must  be  remembered  that 

a. — When  money  is  given  expressly  for  "Relief 
Only,"  every  cent  of  it  goes  for  that  purpose 
and  nothing  else. 

b. — When  money  is  given  for  "Salaries  Only"  or 
specifically  designated  for  special  departments, 
it  is  used  as  designated. 

Total  Disbursements,  $315,496.45 — Represented  by 
the  complete  circle  as  100%. 
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SUMMARY   OF  DISBURSEMENTS 

OF  THE 

UNITED   CHARITIES  OF  CHICAGO 

For  the  Fiscal  Year  Ended  September  30,   1916 
While  examining  these  schedules  please  bear  clearly  in 
mind  these  facts : 

1.  That  the  United  Charities  is  not  simply  a  hand-out 
relief  society. 

2.  That  to  spend  money  for  things  other  than  gro- 
ceries, fuel,  etc.,  is  NECESSARY  AND  WORTH 
AVHILE  in  order  to  carry  out  plans  for  readjust- 
ments in  the  family  life  of  poor  people,  therefore 
justifiable. 

3.  That  relief  PLUS  personal  service  PLUS  social 
measures  of  many  sorts  are  needed  to  make  up  a  well 
rounded  program  of  alleviation  AND  PREVEN- 
TION. 

FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
DISBURSEMENTS 

These  schedules  are  based  upon  the  report  of  Deloitte,  Plender, 
Griffiths  &  Company..  Public  Auditors  and  Accountants,  for  year 
ending  September  30,   1916. 

Schedule  No.   1 

Classification  of  Disbursements 

Schedule  No.     2 — Dept.    of    Family    Relief    and 

Rehabilitation  $254,301.20       80.6% 

Schedule  No.     3 — Mary      Crane      Nursery     and 

Training  School 14,317.59         4.5% 

Schedule  No.     4— General   Country   Outings. ..  .      10,942.47         3.5% 

Schedule  No.     5— Camp  Algonquin 3,975.81  1.3% 

Schedule  No.     6 — Tribune  Summer  Hospital....       3,919.18         1.2% 

Schedule  No.     7— Camp  Harlowarden    3,603.99         1.1% 

Schedule  No.     8 — Social     Service      Registration 

Bureau    5,266.75         1.6% 

Schedule  No.     9— Tribune   Free  Ice  Fund 2,865.38         1    % 

Schedule  No.   10—  House   of  Social   Service 2,358.56  .7% 

Schedule  No.  11 — Dept.  of  Welfare  and  Educa- 
tion        3,996.68        1.4% 

Schedule  No.  12 — General  Administration  and 
proportion  of  maintenance  of 
General  Office  for  Depart- 
ments covered  by  Schedules 
3    to    10    inclusive 9,948.84        3.1% 


Grand   Total   of   Disbursements $315,496.45     100% 

(Covering   29    activities    in    all    the    de- 
partments referred  to  on  other  pages.) 
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THE  LARGE  SQUARE  IN  OUTLINE  REPRESENTS 
CHICAGO'S  2,500,000  POPULATION 

The  square  in  the  corner  represents  the  part  of  this  popu- 
lation befriended  by  the  United   Charities  last  fiscal  year. 

66,000  Individuals 


The  small  square  in  center  represents  the  proportion  of  this 
population  of  2,500,000  who  contributed  to  the  LTnited 
Charities  last  year. 

Only  6,600   Persons 


CHICAGO'S   POPULATION 
2,500,000 


Number  Contributing 
to  U.  C. 


Number  of  Persons  Helped  Last  Year,  66,000 
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Schedule  No.  2 

DEPARTMENT  OF  FAMILY  RELIEF  AND 
REHABILITATION 

14,670  Families  Befriended 

A.  DIRECT  ASSISTANCE 

1— Social  Service   Relief $  92,291.50      36% 

This  money  was  spent  in  securing  valuable 
personal  service  for  people  who  were  tempo- 
rarily unable  to  help  themselves.  About  120 
experienced,  paid  workers  and  1,200  unpaid 
volunteers  made  important  adjustments  in 
the  family  life  of  distressed  people  and  pro- 
cured for  them  the  following  necessary  aid: 

Material  aid  from  relatives, 
friends  and  others  (for 
part  or  whole  needs)  in. .10, 924  Instances 

Medical    aid   for 10,843      Persons 

Legal  aid   for 944      Persons 

Institutional  care  for 779      Persons 

Temporary  employment  for      758      Persons 

Permanent  employment  for      434      Persons 

Created  work   ( Paid  for  as 

relief)    for 1,447      Persons 

In     this     connection     our 

w  orkers     dealt     with 

over    37,000  Applications 

On    behalf   of 14,670  Families 

To  interested  persons  they 

made  9,357  Reports 

They     had     co  -  operative 

contacts    in    27,034         Instances 

With    962         Agencies 

2— Material  Relief $117,958.15       46% 

(For  food,  fuel,  clothing,  rent,  etc.,  paid  out 
of  United  Charities'  treasury,  but  not  in- 
cluding a  very  considerable  amount,  prob- 
ably again  as  much,  secured  from  relatives, 
friends,  etc.,   as   noted  above,   which   did   not 

go  through  our  treasury.) 

Total  for  Direct  Assistance $210,249.65       82% 

B.  INDIRECT   ASSISTANCE    OR   ADMIN- 

ISTRATION * 

1— Services    $  17,790.00         7.3% 

(One-half  time  of  Gen.  Supt. ;  whole  time  of 
Gen.  Dist.  Sec'y.;  three-fifths  time  of  14 
other    persons    at    General    Office.) 

2— Provisions  of  Eleven  District  Relief  Centers.. $  26,261.55       10.7% 
Together   with   equipment,    rents,    stationery, 
fuel,    light,    janitor    service,    etc.,    and    three- 
fifths  of  such  costs  for  General  Office.  

TOTAL    FOR    RELIEF    AND    REHA- 
BILITATION DEPARTMENT  ....$254,301.20     100% 

des 
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♦Covered    by    gifts    specially    designated    for    this    purpose    and    by 
interest  from   endowments. 


SCHEDULE  NO.  3 
MARY  CRANE  NURSERY  AND  TRAINING  SCHOOL 

Operating  the  following  activities 

Nursery  care  (with  medical  and  nursing  service  kindergarten,  play- 
ground) for  488  children — 18,927  days'  care. 

Classes  for  nursery  maids — 25   girls,   1,740  days'   instruction. 

Laundry,  cooking,  sewing  classes — 118  women,  1,343  days'  in- 
struction. 

Dispensary  treatments — 1,735  persons,  5,832  treatments. 

Services    of    superintendent,    assistant,    teachers,    nurses, 

doctors,  cleaners,  clerks    $  7,517.87 

Material  Aid  (food,  medicine,  etc.)    1,197.72 

Maintenance,    equipment,    repairs,    telephone,    stationery, 

etc 5,602.00 

Total    *$14,317.59 

*$4,288.00  of  this  represents  special  gifts  from  members  of  the 
Crane  family  and  others.  $5,290.00  income  from  a  special  endowment 
and  $1,016.44  fees,  etc.  Balance  of  $3,722.56  supplied  out  of  United 
Charities'    treasury. 

SCHEDULE  NO.  4 

GENERAL  COUNTRY  OUTINGS 

Work  Done: 

Children  sent  to  farmers  living  near  100  towns  in  7  states..  933 
Mothers  and  children   sent  to  Arden   Shore,   Camp   Goodwill 

and   Holiday  Home   2,433 

Mothers  and  children  sent  out  for  other  agencies  for  whom 

we   secured   the   transportation 15,769 

Day  outings  on  boat  lines  and  trolley  cars  arranged  by  this 

department    5,480 

Total  24,615 

This  department  also  arranged  for  transportation  of  parties  to 
our  Camp  Algonquin  and  Tribune  Hospital,  as  detailed  in  Sched- 
ules No.  5  and  6,  and  for  our  Camp  Harlowarden  as  detailed  in 
Schedule  No.  7. 

Services  of  Director,  Asst.,  stenographer,  office  boy  and 

proportion  of  district  visitors'  salaries $  6,560.62 

Traveling   expenses,    telephone,   printed    matter,    etc 4,381.85 

Total    *$10,942.47 

*$1,000.00   of  this  was  a  special  gift  from  the  "Chicag-o  Daily  News." 

SCHEDULE  NO.  5 

CAMP  ALGONQUIN 

Work   Done: 

Seven  hundred  and  twenty  mothers  and  children  given  ten-day 
outings  at  this  beautiful  spot  on  Fox  River,  40  miles  from  Chicago. 
Services  of  superintendent,  nurses,  attendants  and  all  other 

help    $1,489.76 

Provisions    1,365.19 

Equipment,   repairs,   telephone,   livery,   stationery,   etc 1,120.86 

Total    $3,975.81 
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SCHEDULE  NO.  6 

TRIBUNE  SUMMER  HOSPITAL 

At  Algonquin,  111. 
Work  Done: 
Seven  hundred  and  forty-five  mothers  and  children,  mostly  con- 
valescents,  given   a    chance   for   recovery,   with    doctor   and   nurses 
in    attendance.      The    period    of    stay    ranged    from    one    week    to 
six  weeks. 

Services    of    superintendent,    physician,    nurses    and    other 

help    $1,485.95 

Provisions    1,348.55 

Equipment,  repairs,  telephone,  livery,  stationery,  etc 1,084.68 

Total    *$3,919.18 

♦Something  over   $1,000    of  this   was  a   special   sift   from   the   "Chi- 
cago Tribune." 


SCHEDULE  NO.  7 

CAMP  HARLOWARDEN 
For    Children   Disposed   to    Tuberculosis 

Work  Done: 

Ninety  boys  and  girls  under  care  of  doctor  and  nurses  given  a 
chance  for  their  lives.  Most  of  these  children  stayed  all  summer. 
The  entire  group  gained  a  total  of  163  pounds. 

Services  of  superintendent,  nurses,  etc $1,123.84 

Provisions    1,194.77 

Equipment — Laundry,  telephone,   fuel,   livery,    etc 1,285.38 

Total    *$3,603.99 

•All  of  this  was  raised  as  a  special  fund  by  the  United  Charities' 
Stock   Yard   District    Council. 


SCHEDULE  NO.  8 

SOCIAL  SERVICE  REGISTRATION  BUREAU 

A  Clearing  House  for  furthering  co-operation  and  preventing 
duplication  and  waste.  Founded  in  1909  by  the  United  Charities, 
which  still  houses  it,  provides  about  55%  of  the  cost  and  oversees 
the  work,  although  a  committee  representing  the  registering 
agencies  has  general  executive  management. 

Work  Done: 

123,591  registrations  entered  by  117  different  agencies,  public 
and  private.     162,708  reports  and  notifications   sent  out. 

Services  of  superintendent,   assistant,  clerks,   etc $7,167.71 

Equipment — Light,  rent,  telephone,  stationery,  etc 2,313.84 

$9,481.55 
Less    amounts    received    from    individuals    and     organiza- 
tions others  than  the  United  Charities 4,214.80 

Total  paid  by  the  United  Charities 5,266.75 
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SCHEDULE  NO.  9 

TRIBUNE  FREE   ICE  FUND 

Work  Done: 

777,570  pounds  of  ice  delivered  to  poor  families. 

Services — Stationery,  telephone   $    443.80 

Ice    2,421.58 

Total   *$2,865.38 

*Covered  wholly  by  special  fund  raised  by  the  "Chicago  Tribune." 


SCHEDULE  NO.  10 

HOUSE   OF   SOCIAL   SERVICE 
734  W.  47th  St. 
It  Shelters: 

Besides  the  United  Charities  Stock  Yards  District  Office,  the 
Visiting  Nurse  Association  Station,  Branch  of  the  Lying-in  Dis- 
pensary, Municipal  Tuberculosis  Sanitarium  Dispensary,  and  in 
the  summer  an  Infant  Welfare  Station,  all  of  them  paying  moder- 
ate rentals. 

Services  of  caretaker,  switchboard  operator,  etc $    756.00 

Fuel,  light,  telephone,  repairs,  interest  on  mortgage 1,602.56 

Total    *$2,358.56 

*Whole   amount  covered  by   rentals  and   reimbursements   from  tenants. 


SCHEDULE  NO.  11 

Department  of  Welfare  and  Education 

This  includes  some  of  the  broader  functions  of  the  organiza- 
tion, such  as  helping  to  secure  legislation  to  relieve  unemploy- 
ment, secure  care  for  the  feeble-minded,  better  desertion  laws  and 
various  kinds  of  educational  and  publicity  work  through  the  pub- 
lication of  articles,  pamphlets,  reports  and  holding  exhibits  and 
delivering  lectures. 
Services . $3,996.68 

(One-fourth    of    General    Superintendent's    time,    also    one-fifth 
of  the  time  of  fourteen  other  persons  at  the  General   Offices.) 


SCHEDULE  NO.   12 

This  covers  the  general  administration  and  supervision  of  all 
of  the  activities  covered   by   Schedules  3  to    10  inclusive. 

All  these  Disbursements  are  covered  by  gifts  specially  desig- 
nated for  this  purpose  and  by  interest  from  endowments. 

Services $3,996.68 

(One-fourth   of   the   time    of   the    General   Superintend- 
ent and  one-fifth  of  the  time  of  fourteen  other  employes.) 
Two-fifths    of    the    cost    of    rent,     light,    telephones,     sta- 
tionery,  equipment,   etc.,   of   General    Office 5,952.16 

$9,948.84 
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What  People  Think   of  the 
United  Chanties 


Written  by  Bishop  Mitchell  to  Mr.  Harry  A. 
Wheeler,  member  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
United  Charities. 


CHARLES   BAYARD    MITCHELL 
Resident  Bishop 

157   N.   Lexington    Blvd. 
St.    Paul,    Minn. 

November  15,  1916. 

My  Dear  Bro.  Wheeler: 

You  can  hand  these  lines  to  Mr.  Lies  concern- 
ing- the  United  Charities: 

A  somewhat  intimate  knowledge  of  the  work 
of  the  United  Charities  for  the  past  eight  years 
leads  me  to  say  that  from  the  viewpoint  of  help 
rendered  the  needy  and  the  viewpoint  of  the  wise 
and  economic  use  of  funds  placed  in  the  hands  of 
this  Society,  I  have  nothing  but  praise  to  utter. 
The  money  invested  in  personal  visitation  of  the 
needy  and  unfortunate,  giving  counsel  and  the 
touch  of  personal  and  friendly  interest  is  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  service  rendered.  Every  citi- 
zen should  be  glad  that  such  a  Society  exists  and 
should  aid  it  liberally. 

(Signed)  Charles  Bayard  Mitchell. 


65 


LETTERS  OF  APPRECIATION 

These  letters  came  unsolicited  and  as  a  result  of  our  work 
among  the  dependent  families  of  Chicago  guardsmen  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Mexican  trouble. 

We  put  at  the  disposal  of  the  AMERICAN  RED  CROSS 
and  the  Chicago  Tribune  trained  people  from  our  staff  and  in 
addition  secured  for  them  a  number  of  other  competent  per- 
sons who  had  either  been  with  us  formerly  or  whom  we 
knew  had  had  the  right  sort  of  training  in  other  fields. 


"October  4,  1916. 
"Mr.  Eugene  T.  Lies, 

Dear  Sir: — I  am  requested  by  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Chicago  Chapter  and  the  committee  in  charge  of  aid  to 
dependent  families  of  Chicago  guardsmen  to  express  to  you, 
and  through  you  to  your  Board  of  Directors,  our  apprecia- 
tion of  their  kindness  in  lending  Miss  Myra  B.  Van  Nostrand 
and  other  members  of  your  staff  to  the  Chapter  during  the 
recent  critical  months.  These  committees  are  warm  in  their 
praise  of  the  workmanlike  manner  in  which  Miss  Van  Nos- 
trand and  her  associates  covered  the  ground.  They  were 
business-like  and  tireless,  sympathetic  and  just,  showing  con- 
stantly the  value  of  the  training  given  them  by  your  excel- 
lent organization.     Very  truly  yours, 

American  Red  Cross. 

(Signed)     J.  J.  O'Connor, 
Secretarv,  Chicago  Chapter." 
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"October  5,   1916. 

"Mr.  Eugene  T.  Lies, 

My  Dear  Mr.  Lies: — As  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Guardmen's  Family  Fund,  I  wish  to  add  a  word 
of  appreciation  to  the  formal  expression  which  the  Secretary 
of  the  Chicago  Chapter  has  made  you  at  the  request  of  the 
committee.  The  service  of  your  workers  under  the  direction 
of  Miss  Van  Nostrand  is  another  demonstration  that  your 
organization  is  a  community  asset  in  a  much  broader  field 
than  is  usually  ascribed  to  it. 

Cordially  yours, 

(Signed)     Marquis  Eaton, 

Chairman." 


"July  18,   1916. 

"Dear  Mr.  Lies: 

In  behalf  of  the  Chicago  Tribune  Fund  for  the  support 
of  the  families  of  the  soldiers  at  the  front,  I  want  to  thank 
you  and  your  organization  for  the  admirable  service  ren- 
dered during  our  recent  campaign.  I  do  not  overestimate 
when  I  say  the  service  was  invaluable. 

Work  had  to  be  done  accurately  and  at  the  same  time  with 
great  rapidity,  and  nowhere  else  could  a  party  of  workers  so 
well  trained  have  been  kept  as  we  were  able  to  secure  from 
you. 

I  appreciate  it  personally,  and  I  am  sure  the  management 
of  the  Tribune  is  fully  appreciative. 

Thanking  you,  I  am, 

Yours  very  truly, 

(Signed)     W.  A.  Evans,  M.  D." 
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Perfectly  Happy  and  Contented  at  Mary  Crane  Nursery. 
Kindergarten. 
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Are  You  Planning  Bequests? 

The  United  Charities,  Chicago's  only  non-sec- 
tarian, general,  city-wide  charity,  supported  by 
voluntary  contributions,  is  an  ideal  medium 
through  which  to  will  sums  for  social  betterment. 
Incorporated  since  1857.  Endorsed  by  the  Chicago 
Association  of  Commerce,  Subscriptions  Investi- 
gating Committee.  We  shall  be  glad  to  have  you 
study  our  work  and  needs,  and  consult  us  about 
the  matter. 

Board  of  Directors 


■'— 

FORM 

OF 

BEQUEST 

— E 

I    give    and    bequeath    to    The 
Charities  of  Chicago,  a  corporation 
ized  under  the  laws  of  Illinois,  the 

United 
organ- 
sum  of 

Dollars. 

B : 

=B 
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"The  afifieal  of  the  future,  as  well 
as  of  all  the  ftast,  is  for  a  genuine 
philanthropy  of  which  Justice  is  a 
fcart,  for  a  passionate  concern 
that  our  neighbors  shall  have  from 
us  not  only  just  dealing,  hut  a 
touch  of  human  sympathy  ana 
understanding. 

— Eisenman,  from  "Everybody's  Business" 
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